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Locals join turtle rescue
Loss of seagrass beds caused by
cyclone Yasi is blamed for local
strandings of starving turtles and
dugongs rising from 10 a year to
more than 60 in 2012. A workshop
was held at C4 to train locals in first
response to marine strandings.
Bec Rowlands of Mission Beach
Charters reports:

Jason and I recently attended the training day
(run by Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority
and Queensland National
Parks). It was fantastic to
see so many attendees and
such enthusiasm within our
small community.
We learnt about the life
cycle, breeding and feeding grounds of our local
populations of sea turtles

and their genetic variations between populations, which was
quite interesting, especially when you realise just how far they
swim in their lifetime.
We also learnt
about dugongs, their
life cycle and identification methods.
We then moved to
species identification,
and rescue analysis
Carmen Pedroni, Leonard Andy and Atalanta Willy of Mission Beach
and techniques.
Jason has been learn to measure turtles from Julie Dutoit of National Parks, Cairns.
involved in a dozen
before the cyclone, so we learnt how to correctly
or so rescues since cyclone realise just how important handle an injured or sick
Yasi and had reported a correct analysis is.
animal to minimise stress,
few sick and injured turtles
In smaller groups, we (Continued Page 3)

Vegetation Bill flags way for open slather
Proposed weakening of Queensland law protecting native vegetation
has shocked and alarmed conservationists who say the new measures
turn the intent of the Vegetation
Management Act “on its head”.
Principal solicitor of the Queensland Environmental Defenders Office, Jo-Anne Bragg, said it was “a
great leap backwards in vegetation
protection”.
The Gold Coast and Hinterland
Environment Council (Gecko) said
the amendment bill would be the
biggest rollback of environmental
protection in Australian history and
broke an election promise by Premier Campbell Newman to retain

the current level of protection under
the Vegetation Management Act.
Wilderness Society Queensland
campaign manager Dr Tim Seelig
said the society believed the Bill was
unnecessary, premised on flawed objectives, and should be withdrawn.
In a submission lodged this month,
Margaret Moorhouse said the Alli-

ance to Save Hinchinbrook (ASH)
was “totally opposed to virtually all the amendments proposed,
none of which is consistent with
the purpose of the Act and most
of which are clearly contrary to
the purpose of the Act”.
In the ASH submission, Margaret

said Queensland had been progressing slowly towards better enabling
wildlife to flourish via corridors and
other rehabilitation and conservation
schemes.
“These proposed amendments
reflect truly primitive, scientifically
ignorant and morally uneducated
thinking,” she said.
“In modern times it is no longer
possible to pretend that the planet’s
floral biodiversity and the fauna it
supports can be dispensed with.
“The lifting of protection for all
classes of native vegetation, introduction of self-assessment, removal
of compliance requirements, via the
defence proposed, (Continued Page 3)

From the President, Maurice Franklin

More than a million seabirds and 100,000 mammals and
sea turtles die each year from entanglement in, or ingestion
of, plastic. Some scientists believe the microscopic plastics
pose a real long-term threat as they are small and settle on
the seabed and enter the food chain with as yet unknown
consequences. The proliferation of biodegradable plastics
may have worse consequences as they break down into
small pieces, which readily enter the environment.
Every day, residents walking along the beaches here pick
up plastic and other debris and thus make a valuable contribution to the environment.
* * * * *
Following the marine strandings workshop (Page 1) the
Sea Turtle Foundation donated a turtle carrying kit. It is
kept at C4 for use by the trained volunteers who can be
contacted through the Mission Beach Visitors Centre. The
Rotary Club of Mission Beach has also agreed to have
RSPCA 1300ANIMAL 24-hour hotline stickers on the 75
vinegar stations along the Cassowary Coast. Tully vet, Graham Lauridsen, has offered his expertise when needed to
treat stranded turtles or dugong.
* * * * *
The implications of coal seam gas exploration and also
of the impact of dredging on the east coast and dumping of
spoil in the Great Barrier Reef lagoon are of real concern
to many Australians. See: www.getup.org.au/campaigns/
coal-seam-gas/csg-ad-petition/chip-in.
* * * * *
In February 2011, C4 applied for a Commonwealth
Government grant to assist in the purchase of Lot 66
(Garrett’s Corridor), a vital cassowary link to preserve the
longest east-west corridor on the east coast of Australia.
The local national and international community has raised
more than $250,000 for the project and the government
has told us to expect an outcome before July.
* * * * *
Cassowary Coast Regional Council has with cyclone
recovery monies and the aid of volunteer groups planted
and mulched in the Mission Beach area. Although dead
trees are continuing to fall, the forest is starting at last to regenerate. The community plantings on the foreshore have

Writing the Wet Tropics
A beautiful collection of
prose, memoir and
poetry from writers of
the Cassowary Coast.
Perfect for gifts and
visitors to our region.
Available at Mission
Arts, CRACA (Tully),
Larsens Newsagency
(Innisfail), or order
directly through Tara
Webster, 0488560382.
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been a great success and are continuing. There is wide community support for landscaping on the approach
to Mission Beach near Wongaling
Creek and C4 will pursue this during 2013. Mission Beach deserves a
signature tree or trees to feature in
planting. The pink flowering Guest
Tree (Klienhovea hospita) has been suggested as it occurs on
volcanic soils in the Clump Point/North Mission Beach
area but is seldom found elswhere on the Wet Tropics coast.
Your suggestions are welcome.
* * * * *
C4’s position statement on Marine Infrastructure at
Clump Point can be viewed on our website http://c4communityconservation.weebly.com/ as can our response to
the Mission Beach Safe Boating Infrastructure Options
Workshops Report from State Development. I can appreciate that the State Government would be keen to have commercial operators use the jetty as this has potential to bring
economic benefits to the area. A super boat ramp is a twoedged sword as it could encourage more boats to the area
resulting in more pressure on the local fishing areas and
more demand for trailer parking. The loss of the smaller
boat ramps due to the cyclones has put increased pressure
on the Clump Point boat ramp and these need to be reinstated even if only as corduroy access.
I favour a low-key improvement to the boat ramp and
road with pontoons and wave attenuators not requiring
dredging for the jetty. Modelling of any proposal is essential.The Mission Beach area has unique environmental and
cultural significance and no infrastructure should put this at
risk. The preservation of the area is important to maintain
the World Heritage listing of the GBR; the loss of which
would be devastating for all tourism in Australia.
C4 Bulletin is published by the Community for Coastal and Cassowary Conservation, 535 Porters Promenade, Mission Beach, 4852. Phone 07 40687197.
http://c4communityconservation.weebly.com
c4mission@gmail.com, edited by Peter & Laurie Trott.

Want to write?

The Licuala WINQ (Writers in North
Queensland) group would love to meet
you!
Join us on the first Saturday of every
month from 10am to 12pm, alternating
between Innisfail and Mission Beach.
We have a wonderful mix of published and
aspiring writers who create fiction,
poetry, non-fiction, copywriting and songs.
For more information please contact
Lydia Valeriano, 40680129, or email:
lydia@sabisolutions.com.au

And like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/pages/Licuala-WINQ-Writers-in-NQ/

Turning the Tide

Cassowaries in the Bingil Bay area have larger, safer and better
connected habitat thanks to a community effort to clear weeds
and plant 500 trees on a council reserve. The project was supported by C4, Rainforest Rescue and Terrain NRM with 40 locals
joining the tree planting in February. Photo: Terrain NRM.

Turning the Tide is a project developed
by Mission Beach Business and Tourism to
expand the Visitor Centre role and facilities.
MBBT got $200,000 from Apache Energy
and Tourism Australia and is working with a
consultant to develop a concept plan for the
project, envisaged to cost around $2 million.
C4, as co-tenant of the council-owned
precinct, is represented at the reference
group planning meetings by Vice-President
Peter Trott. Earlier this month, the group
toured the site and discussed options. These
included resiting the toilets to make way
for a deck overlooking the nursery for activities, including a cooking school and the
established MBBT tropical fruit tastings,
removing the existing fence and building a
boardwalk on the south side of the nursery
leading across the creek to the beach.
The concept plan is expected in July.

Tree-clearing regulations facing the chop
(From page 1)

and no legal redress for decisions
made are what we see overseas in dictatorships in third-world countries.
“The potential consequences for our
area of interest have left our members
deeply shocked that the state could
be catapulted back to an ancient time
when the natural world seemed limitless and uneducated, unscientific human societies could take whatever they
wanted.

“Many earlier human societies
perished as their ability to destroy
their part of the Earth exceeded what the Earth could deliver.
This tradition of unbridled social
and economic aspiration has now
driven the planet into dangerous
climate change in a context of human overpopulation.
“The Vegetation Management Act
was drafted to ensure that Queensland
was not driven to third-world status by

economic and political greed.This Bill
turns the Act on its head. It contravenes the principle of intergenerational equity by closing land and water use
options our descendants would otherwise have had. It is also robbing them
of the richness of Queensland’s biodiversity and life-sustaining properties.”
The Vegetation Framework Management Amendment Bill 2013 was
introduced last month and could become law before the end of the year.

Marine strandings workshop
(From page 1)

allow for quick recovery and to also keep yourself and
other attendees safe while doing so.
We hope the training leads to continued enthusiasm
and a possible turtle triage facility beside C4 in the near
future. This could be a further drawcard to tourism in
Mission Beach as there is definitely an increase in people wanting to become involved in environmental issues
such as this. There is great potential in “Environmental
Tourism” and we believe Mission Beach is placed perfectly to increase its standing in this area. More than 20
people completed the training.
• Carmen Pedroni and Atalanta Willy put what they
learnt into practice two weeks later when they found a
stranded turtle – thought to be 90 years old – at South
Mission Beach. It was moved to the Mandubarra Rehab
Centre at Cowley but died the next day. No cause of
death could be established.

Bec Rowlands (left), Jason Shearer and Carmen Daniels
learn how to safely pick up a turtle from Jennie Gilbert of
Cairns Turtle Rehab Centre and Julie Traweek from the
Sea Turtle Foundation, Townsville.
C4 Bulletin, April 2013
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QPWS ranger Adam Northam at one of the feed stations
amid the wreckage of tropical cyclone Yasi.

Volunteers Laurie Trott and Tania Devereux and ranger Brett
Mostyn chopping fruit at Garners cassowary rehab centre.

Feeding program hailed as a success
By Kylie Goodall, QNPWS

Within a week of cyclone Yasi crossing the coast near
Mission Beach in February, 2011, the Queensland Parks
and Wildlife Service (QPWS) was already taking steps
to implement a program to supply supplementary food
and help manage the potential threats to the endangered
Southern Cassowary. At the height of the program there
were more than 100 feeding stations within a broad coastal
strip from Innisfail to south of the Cardwell Range. These
stations were located where there would be minimal con-
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tact between the public and cassowaries and risks of other
threats such as car strike and dog attacks.
More than 171 tonnes of fruit was chopped and distributed throughout the cyclone impact area over 18 months.
About 100 volunteers from the Innisfail and the Mission
Beach area, Conservation Volunteers and staff from Cairns
Tropical Zoo, donated more than 5500 hours to help support this program.
Fifty-five private landholders also had feeding stations on
their properties. Local residents reported cassowary sightings to the Cassowary Response Team so birds could be
better managed in the wild with ‘cassowary crossing’ signs
alerting motorists to recent road crossings.
Valuable information has been gathered from this program and from the cyclone Larry cassowary response in
2006, which will assist with future management.
Several vegetation transects were located throughout the
affected area to monitor forest fruit production post cyclone. Cassowary scats were also collected during the program to document the uptake of native food and to provide
DNA data for a CSIRO cassowary genetics and population
monitoring project.
Twenty motion sensing cameras monitored the feed stations and these have revealed valuable information about
the use of the feed stations and numbers of birds in the
area. Rangers have even been able to capture footage of
adults feeding their chicks. To see footage from one of the
feeding stations go to: http://www.youtube.com.user/QldEHP#p/u/0/kGtMfLup8GI
Where possible, rangers distributed the fruit prepared
by the volunteers to the feeding stations when cassowaries
were not present. Local residents and visitors are reminded
not to feed cassowaries for your own safety. Cassowaries
that come to expect food from humans can become aggressive and dangerous.
To report a cassowary sighting, email cassowary.sighting@derm.qld.gov.au and to report a sick, injured or orphaned cassowary, call the QPWS wildlife hotline on 1300
130 372.

Wounds heal but Yasi scars remain
By Peter Trott

Two years on from cyclone Yasi the
environmental scars are healing.
But for green and practical tropical
fruit farmer Peter Salleras there is an
upside and a downside.
“The forest is still a mess,” he said.
“It’s looking green, that’s lots of vines
but most of the big trees are down.”
On the upside, his pioneering approach to growing tropical fruit on
trellises and under nets is paying off .
“We had the test with Yasi being the
biggest cyclone in living memory and
we have proved the system works,” Peter said. “We had 90 per cent loss in
(cyclone) Larry in 2006 but in Yasi,
out of 450 trees (of one species), we
didn’t lose one.
“Neighbours lost all their rambutans. We lost about half, not because
they blew over but because they were
exfoliated and blasted for hours with
sand and salt water. “After that you
need to spray them with protective
paint so the trees can recover.”

Peter said that a lot of farmers had
left the industry but the technique of
trellis growing and using nets to protect the fruit from birds, bats, pigs and
insects, including the extremely damaging fruit-piercing moth, had proved
their worth.
It was just a matter of getting the information out to farmers so they could
build resilience against cyclones and
wildlife into their farm practices.
Another positive result since cyclone
Yasi had been the establishment of a
project involving 10 landholders along
the Walter Hill Range corridor which
links cassowary habitat from the coast
to the Atherton Tableland.
The project, through the Federal
Government’s Caring for Country
program and Terrain NRM, provided
$10,000 for the landholders to control pigs and weeds, particularly wild
bramble, which had exploded in the
forest since the cyclone.
“I have spent a lot of time on cassowary conservation but this is the first

Cassowaries bounce back
By Dr Graham Lauridsen BVSc,
of Tropical Vet Services, Tully.

In the past six months the number of Cassowary incidents requiring veterinary assistance has been very low,
which is great news for the Cassowary population. So has
the release of four birds that were rehabilitated through
the Garners Beach Cassowary Rehabilitation facility in
that time. These birds were brought in as chicks because
they were either found separated from their family group
or their father had been killed following a vehicle accident.
These birds have been part of a University of Queensland study to determine where they go to, what sort of
home range they develop over time and, most importantly,
that they actually survive and thrive after release.
Two cassowary chicks are still in care. These birds will
be released in the coming months once they are considered
old enough to fend for themselves.
Wild birds that have been seen are for the most part in
good health and condition. We haven’t had any issues recently with undernourished birds. I still am asked if birds
should be receiving supplementary food. The simple answer is not at all. Cassowaries are opportunistic feeders.
If people are still feeding birds they will happily take the
given food as this saves them the trouble of having to go
and look for it themselves. If you have any general queries
regarding cassowaries the following website may be of use:
www.cassowaryrecoveryteam.org

time any of us have been positively rewarded for saving cassowary habitat.
“You are getting this because you
have cassowaries on the property and
it’s not just the work being done but
the goodwill that goes with it.”
The program provides herbicide for
weed control, corn for pig trapping
and work for some of the people. The
money was “reaching the people with
their hands on the ground, in the mud
and the blood”.
As though offering living endorsement of the work, the local population
of cassowaries is booming.
“There are the most cassowaries I
have ever seen on the property in 30
years,” Peter said.
This was in part due to the feeding
program following Yasi which probably helped them hang on.
“Some people criticised the free feed
but I found that in this case, when the
fruit came back in the rainforest, the
cassowaries moved away (from the
feed stations),” he said.

Train the Trainer
Have you a craft or trade you would like to
share? Do you know someone who does?
Mission Beach Community Arts Centre is
offering qualified training to enable people
with particular skills to pass them on.
The free 2 x 2-hour workshops will teach you
planning and presentation skills to deliver
training in your chosen field or topic.
Participants who complete the training will
get a certificate of attendance and be able to
run their own workshops with the support of
Mission Arts facilities and networks.
For more information call Sarah Johnson on
0427 688188 or e-mail sarah@mager.com.au
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Have bike,
will find
cassowary
By Jeff Larson

Since arriving in Wongaling Beach
in late 2009 I have often seen a cassowary while riding my bike on the
roads in and around the three villages
of Mission Beach, Wongaling Beach
and South Mission Beach and even all
the way out to Carmoo. Most of my
riding is done between 4:30pm and
6:30pm and in all kinds of weather.
I also make sure to have my camera
with me at all times. My strike rate for
seeing a cassowary while riding my
bike since the beginning of the year is
10 cassowaries for 13 trips!
I have seen all age groups of the
cassowary and observed them from
as close as 10 feet (3m) while they go
about their business of foraging for
food or just travelling about. The bike
provides me with the opportunity to get

close to them without being
too noticeable, although
the bike and my helmet are
red/white/blue and black!
And even though the birds
do get inquisitive at times,
I have never had one react
aggressively towards me or
felt threatened by one, although I do keep the bike
between me and the birds
at all times…Just in case.
I have also seen birds
run across the road in
front of oncoming cars,
groom themselves in front
of me without paying me
any heed and, of course,
behave like model parents
with chicks.
However, I did come
across one adult that put on
a display directed towards
me. I had stopped to watch
the bird when it noticed me
and slowly moved my way First in line at Frog’s Hollow. Photo: Jeff Larson
and seemed to grow in size
This lasted only moments before it
with each step until it actually extend- was back to normal and walking away
ed itself up to about nine feet (2.8m)! to feed under a cashew tree.

Woody weeds pose long-term forest risk

After cyclones, the focus is on revegetation. But research has
proved a need for concern about woody invasive species which
seize the opportunity to outgrow the native vegetation, as senior
research scientist Helen Murphy outlines. Dr Murphy is officerin-charge of CSIRO Ecosystem Sciences at Atherton.

about three years. However, woody weeds such as Miconia
calvescens, Rubus alceifolius (Giant Bramble) and some of the
solanum species (Devil’s Fig) were much more persistent,
Prior to cyclone Yasi, Miconia calvescens seedlings persisted in the now shady understorey waiting for the next
Shortly after cyclone Larry crossed the north Queens- opportunity to capture light and grow. Research conductland coast seven years ago, researchers
ed with Biosecurity Queensland shows
from CSIRO began monitoring the rethat growth rates for Miconia post-Larry
sponse of weed species across the Wet
more than doubled in the higher light
Tropics. It included detailed study of esenvironment.
tablishment, growth and survival of all
In Tahiti, six hurricanes in the early
weed species at a site near El Arish, as
1980s were said to explain the “demowell as more broad scale weed surveys
graphic explosion of miconia” at an “asimmediately after the cyclone and three
tonishing” speed.
years later. In particular, we were interWe suggest that although native speested in whether weed invasion followcies recovery can be very rapid and naing the cyclone had long-term impacts
tive species do outcompete many weed
on native species recovery.
species over time, woody species such as
Following Larry, the highest diverMiconia could have long-term impacts
sity of native species and weed species
on the composition and structure of
were both recorded in the most severerainforest in the future if they are not
Miconia calvescens
ly impacted parts of the landscape. We
managed.
found that herbaceous weed species such as Bluetop and
More information from Helen Murphy, CSIRO EcosysThickhead were abundant in the first few years post-cy- tem Science, Atherton, 4883.
clone but they were outcompeted by native species within
Email: Helen.Murphy@csiro.au
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Walking the talk for a (more) beautiful Mission Beach
By Laurie Trott

SHE’S a world traveller who not only loves to call Mission Beach home but also is prepared to walk the talk in
getting things done to make it shine.
She’s the “go to” woman with attitude and local connections, an unmistakable laugh and a big heart when it comes
to the community.
She’s Truus Biddlecombe, from Wongaling, co-founder
of the Mission Beach Community Association Inc. and
part of the push to revitalise Mission Beach’s image, give it
extra allure with street art, cohesive planning and a themed
identity that sits well with the natural beauty to help it stand
out in a competitive tourism destination market.
“A lot of people talk to me and whinge about how the
place looks third-world, run down,” Truus says. “People are
feeling down and the economy is down. So Nancy Lowe
and I put together an idea of creating a professionally
planned vision for Mission Beach centred around the community’s wants and needs, which we can present to Cassowary Coast Regional Council - and help ensure we get it.”
Truus and her fellow MBCA members put out the call to
local groups to contribute to a Visual and Foreshore Amenity Project that could oversee creation of a professionally
prepared plan for the future of Mission Beach.
Eleven groups, representing the community, the environment, visual and performing arts, service clubs, boating
and recreation, and business and tourism, responded.
“We asked Rhonda Murdoch to facilitate the project because she has a track record in finding the money and making things happen, like the Ulysses Link walking track and
the Bendigo Bank project,” Truus says. “Both are here.”
Rhonda says it is a timely opportunity to draw together
diverse aspirations into a whole of community view about
shaping Mission beach for the future.
Representatives from that meeting in March are now
a reference group refining the vision before engaging the
wider community. They agreed that an over-arching plan
to manage the look and feel of Mission Beach to prevent
a “mish-mash of unconnected ideas” needed to be developed. This would be community driven with support from
the council, guidance from external specialists and experiences of successful community-driven townships such as
Kuranda, Brunswick Heads, Tirau and Taupo in New Zealand and Cardwell, with its foreshore development.
The reference group aims to help establish planning
guidelines, and oversee implementation by council, for
beach management, foreshore infrastructure, the built environment, streetscapes and connectivity between the villages
and entrances to Mission Beach. Funding and support will
be sought for a scoping study from sources such as the National Landscaping Program, universities and government.
“That’s pretty special – 11 local groups that are all so
different sitting around a table together and we all agree
about something for Mission Beach,” Truus says.
Ideas presented by the 11 groups included plantings that

Truus Biddlecombe gets the low-down on street art in Jackson, Wyoming, USA. She has seen many wonderful places
that have done it right and says, why can’t we?

reflect our ‘Rainforest Township’, maintaining the beachside feel by restoring beach ladders for foreshore boating
access, weed control, planning scheme design principles for
the built environment to blend with the natural aesthetic, a
beach management plan focused on the uniqueness of individual beaches, a holistic vision and a theme to embrace
the appeal of Mission Beach, attractive art in public spaces
and distinctive ‘you have arrived’ entry features.
Truus and like-minded friends set up the Community
Association in about 2005 to fight for a combined Mission
Beach, which was then split between Cardwell and Johnstone shires. Today it boasts 343 members. Its main project
has been the ‘4852 State of Mission Beach Report’ (see the
website www.4852missionbeach.com).
Pragmatic as ever and true to her beloved Mission Beach,
Truus’ other vision is for a ‘Green’ cemetery here. She’s already presented a proposal to the council. She rather likes
the idea of a home-painted cardboard or wicker coffin in a
vertical grave with a tree planted on top. One day you just
may see Truus’ tree reaching skywards while cassowaries
and wallabies wander around the beautiful forest grounds
on the corner of Wheatley and South Mission Beach roads.
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Planning aid
for local icons

Yoga at Mission Beach
Progress Hall, Porters Promenade
Thursdays: 6.00pm - 7.30pm (General Class)
Saturdays: 8.00am - 9.30am (Led Practice,
. . . for experienced practitioners only)
Saturdays: 10.00am - 11.30am (Beginner Class)

Cost: $15 casual
Contact: Jan Watson 4068 7340 M 0438 565 423
www.yogac.com.au

New guidelines will help
town planners and developers to protect the habitat of
the region’s iconic Mahogany Glider and Cassowary.
The 12-page Cassowaries
in Planning Schemes Guideline document was launched
at the February meeting of
the Cassowary Recovery
Mahogany Glider
Team (CRT), which comPhoto: Darryl Dickson
missioned Terrain NRM to
produce it and the companion Glider document.
CRT chairman Andrew Maclean said habitat corridors
connecting sections of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area
were important for the long-term survival of cassowaries and
were a vital part of every council’s new planning scheme.
“Well planned development can cater for the needs of our
endangered species like the cassowary and the Mahogany
Glider,” said Andrew, executive director of Wet Tropics Management Authority.
“Good planning makes sure that their habitat is conserved
and includes ecological corridors for wildlife to move across
the landscape. Threats such as land clearing, car strikes and
dog attacks can be minimised, while still allowing people to
enjoy the animals in their natural habitat.”

Tropical Vet Services – Mission Beach
Open Mondays and Fridays, 9am – 5pm
We provide a full Veterinary Service in conjunction with our main clinic in Tully.
We stock all Pet Products and supplies including:
Collars x Leads x Flea and tick treatments
Worm treatmentsx Shampoos x Premium pet foods
If you are after a particular item we can get it for you.

For appointments on Mondays and Fridays please telephone 0429218865
At all other times telephone our Tully clinic on 40681726
8

C4 Bulletin, April 2013

Visitors are Swift by name and swift by habit
By Dr Helen K. Larson
Wongaling Beach

It’s swift migration time!
From October to April, two species of swifts might be seen flying
among our resident Australian Swiftlets (Aerodramus terraereginae; called
White-rumped Swiftlet or Collocalia
terraereginae in some books). The two
usual migrants are the Fork-tailed
Swift (Apus pacificus; also known as the
Pacific Swift) and the White-throated Needletail (Hirundapus caudacutus).
Several other swift species may occasionally appear along the north
Queensland coast, such as the Glossy
Swiftlet, Papuan Spine-tailed Swift or
the House Swift. You need binoculars
and good guide-books to help you
identify all these birds!
Our resident Australian Swiftlets are
here year-round and they are the only
species of the whole family that breeds
in Australia. They roost and nest in
colonies of up to 50 individuals, in
caves such as at Tully Gorge, Chillagoe Caves, Hinchinbrook and Dunk Island. It is not known how many birds
use Dunk, so if you see swiftlets flying
out from the beach to Dunk in the late
afternoon, please count them and let
us know.
At Tully, swiftlets may breed from
October to January, while at Chillagoe they breed from October to March.
Only one egg is laid (just as well, only
one young at a time can fit in the tiny
nest). A second egg is laid about 50
days after the first, so that the warmth
of the nestling helps incubation; apparently no other bird has this unique
behaviour. Nests are made from the
adult birds’ saliva and grasses such
as kangaroo grass (Themeda triandra)
or spear grass (Heteropogon contortus),
glued to cave walls. Relatives of the
Australian swiftlets have their nests removed for the birds’ nest soup trade
in South-east Asia and China. Luckily,
our birds use too much grass and not
enough glutinous spit. When the birds
are flying in the dark caves, they use
echo-location, a metallic clicking, just
as microbats do when they hunt. Birds
hunting out in the open use a high-

Nestling of the Chillagoe subspecies of Australian Swiftlet (Aerodramus terraereginae chillagoensis), ready to leave the nest. Young birds have pale edges to their
feathers. The “glue” made from the parent birds’ saliva can be seen holding the
nest of grass and saliva to the wall of the cave.
Photo: Prof. Michael Tarburton.

pitched contact call, which is easier to
hear when the birds are close by, such
as hunting termites over your lawn
and not soaring overhead.
Fork-tailed Swifts can be told from
the smaller Australian Swiftlets by
their more pointed, stiff-winged
flight, white rump and deeply forked
tail. Australian Swiftlets have grey
to brownish-grey rumps, a shallow
fork in the tail and a more fluttering
flight. Check your guide-book (Slater
et al. or Pizzey and Knight or Simpson and Day)! Fork-tails are louder
too, their flight call is a rather hoarse
scream typical of swifts (if you watch
BBC dramas set in villages or countryside you’ll often hear Common Swifts
screaming in the background). Forktailed Swifts breed in the Palearctic, in
places such as Nepal, Japan and Himalayas, building their saliva and grass
nests in caves, cliffs or eaves of buildings. They are only in Australia for the
northern winter, where they can be
warm and have a good feed.
White-throated Needletails are the
biggest of the swifts that come through
north Queensland from their breeding
areas in Siberia and northern China.
They are chunky-looking swifts, with

broad wings and short tail and very
strong fast wing beats. The bright
white horseshoe pattern on the undercarriage and its white throat patch
are distinctive. The “needletail” in the
name comes from the short stiff spines
protruding from their tail. Needletails
usually fly high and fast, on their way
to wintering grounds in south-eastern
Australia such as the Snowy Mountains. We have seen them in Wongaling Beach much less often than Forktailed Swifts.
Swift-watching requires binoculars –
a spotting scope doesn’t help as swifts
move so fast. But a DSLR with mega-lens is what’s needed to document
what that odd-looking swift might be.
Swifts can fly at up to 105 kph. But
they are incredibly graceful and fun to
watch, even if the watching does remind you of how many neck vertebrae
you have (seven!). Mornings and late
afternoons can be the most productive, though swifts can be seen most
times. Just after a good rain, when termite colonies decide to swarm, is often a great time, as swiftlets gather to
vacuum up all that good food. At such
times they will come very close to you
while they are feeding.
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The Life and Times of a Wildlife Carer
. . . or Life in the ‘Nut House’
By Lorikeet

Welcome to the Nut House. We currently have only rescued birds, so after a wake up coffee comes the morning
ritual of dealing with the shouting birds. First cab off the
rank, uncover the two Finches and their White-Breasted
Woodswallow neighbour, next come the four Figbirds and
finally the two Metallic Starlings. These fabulous birds are
Australia’s only native starling. They live and breed here
then move to Papua New Guinea for the cool months, returning for the warm months later in the year.
I then chop fruit, collect bugs, get fresh seed and collect
guinea grass, get fresh water and separate the bickering
Figbirds, who prefer arguing over the same food bowl, even
though they each have one! At the moment my babies are
big enough to feed themselves, so I no longer have to feed
during the day. Then at the end of the day, I do it all in
reverse, remove and wash food and water bowls, put fresh
newspaper in cages and cover the birds to sleep.
Why do I do it? Cos I love birds and critters.
Being a wild carer gives you the most fabulous opportunity to be up close and personal with some of our most
spectacular, interesting and sometimes rare wildlife. I love
it, each time I find myself caring for a creature, I research

10

C4 Bulletin, April 2013

them and just by being close to them you learn so much
about them. You also discover that each one of them is different and each has their own personality. We are so lucky
to live in such a wonderful patch of paradise and even luckier to share it with such a beautiful and diverse range of
creatures. And I am even luckier to have cared for a wide
variety of these critters. I love where I live.
Recent residents pictured above (from left):
Yellow-Bellied Sunbird. Phil fell out of his nest with his
sister Lil, who did not survive, not sure of age. Stayed with
us a few weeks before being taken away by his parents who
had been feeding him through the bars of the cage during
the day.
Sugar Glider. Baby Hush was found abandoned, he
weighed 30g when he came in and 160g when he left us for
soft release in Kuranda. (Sugar Gliders cannot be released
alone, they must be with a group or colony.)
White-breasted Woodswallow. Billy Eeeep fell out of
his nest, now fully rehabilitated, Billy is waiting for release.
Striped Possum. Mick was a young adult who was hit
by a car; these guys are very small, so he was lucky to survive. He stayed with us for around eight weeks before being
released.

YOGA CLASSES with VIV
Mondays @ Tully Mill Rec Hall 6pm - 7.30pm
Tuesdays @ Castaways Resort
9.30am - 11.00am
Wednesdays @ Innisfail Rowing Club
6.00pm - 7.30pm
Thursdays @ Castaways Resort
9.30am - 11.00am
All classes $15.00 per casual or $65.00 for 5 class pass (valid for 2 months)
All Welcome, mats etc provided
Next 2 day Retreat @ Julatten Mountain Spa Retreat 14-16th June
One day Mini Retreat @ Castaways 2nd June, bookings essential.
Class times subject to change, please call before attending first class
PH: 40 886663 or 0428773980
http://www.vivsbeautyandyoga.com.au/

Relax in the privacy of Viv's home in beautiful Bingil Bay
Deluxe vitamin therapy facials, relaxing Swedish massage, body wraps
and scrubs, waxing, tinting and pedicures.
Facial Reflexology now available, including the amazing
Japanese Cosmo Facial Lift, a natural face lift based on reflexology.

This Pen’s for hire…
Laurie Trott is a Mission Beach-based writer and editor
with experience in daily metropolitan and regional
media, including The West Australian and Cairns Post
newspapers.
Clients have included the Wet Tropics Management
Authority, regional councils, Western Australian Department of Fisheries, Mission Beach Community Arts Centre
(Mission Arts), Atherton Tableland Promotion Bureau,
and individuals for whom she has helped write eulogies,
draft speeches, ghost written stories, and edited and
proofed their work, including memoirs and doctoral
theses.
She holds a BA, Hons (Screen Arts) and TAFE Cert. 11 in
Volunteer Tutoring (English as a Second Language and
Literacy).
“… In terms of her core skills – writing and editing – I find them
difficult to fault. Laurie has a capacity to write strong tight
journalese and reports as well as quite inspirational prose. Her
editing is both sympathetic to the writer’s intention and exacting
in its thoroughness…” Manager, Community Relations, Wet
Tropics Management Authority.

Discuss your project with Laurie on (07) 40685362 or
email laurietrott@bigpond.com
Please call for information. Bookings essential PH: 40 886663
or 0428773980. www.vivsbeautyandyoga.com.au
LIKE Viv's Beauty Room & Yoga on facebook for all updates and specials

Media releases . public relations . memoirs .
promotions . editing . tutoring . coaching

NEW BIGGER PREMISES at 37 PORTERS PROMENADE,
MISSION BEACH, (OPPOSITE THE POST OFFICE)
Practitioners daily include naturopaths, Bowen/Emmet therapies,
massage and energy therapies, holistic counsellors, meditation
weekly, and, on weekends, clairvoyant and tarot readers

Phone: 4068 7383
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April Fruits of the Forest and Beach
(from a list compiled by Kylie Freebody and supplied by Bernie Crowe)

Alpinia caerulea
Arytera paciflora
Bischofia javanica
Casuarina cunninghamiana
Cerbera manghas
Commersonia bartramia
Cordia subcordata
Glochidion sumatranum
Helicia nortoniana
Hibiscus tiliaceus

Native ginger
Small-leaf tamarind
Java cedar
River sheoak
Milkwood
Brown kurrajong
Sea trumpet
Buttonwood
Norton’s oak
Beach hibiscus

Intsia bijuga
Leea indica
Lophostemon suaveolens
Phaleria clerodendron
Polyscias australiana
Rhodomyrtus pervagata
Scaevola taccada
Terminalia catappa
Vitex trifolia
Viticippremna queenslandica

Kwila
Bandicoot berry
Swamp box
Rosy apple
Ivory basswood
Ironwood
Sea lettuce
Sea almond
Common blue vitex
Vitex

If you see local trees in fruit which are missing from this list, please tell the C4 nursery team.

Let’s hear it for the volunteers

The success of C4 rests in the hands of its volunteers.
Some like to get their hands dirty and share the joy of seeing
seeds from the forest or cassowary poo grow into seedlings
in the nursery and then into trees for revegetation projects.
Others enjoy meeting visitors to the area and helping
them discover the natural wonders of the Cassowary Coast
through the resources of our environmental display.
Behind the scenes there are lots of other roles, ranging
from office administration and membership to banking and
accounts, publishing newsletters, bulletins and the website –
and, of course, sweeping the floor.
Volunteers are always welcome so if you are not involved
yet, come and join us.

Membership counts

Membership of C4 is a way to meet other people with
a passion for exploring and protecting the special environment we have in the Wet Tropics. It costs only $25 per family and $18 a single membership. Concession holders can be
members for $6.50 a year or $12.50 for a couple.
We also have a few “members” who have missed paying
their subscriptions. Please make this a priority and renew
now. It doesn’t cost much but it means a lot to C4.

Website

We have a sleek, new website, put together by
Jeff Larson. If you haven’t seen it, have a look at:
http://c4communityconservation.weebly.com/
Our new email address is: c4mission@gmail.com
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What’s on at Mission Arts
your local community arts centre

April 19 – May 10 “Green” Exhibition
featuring works of Sue Pullman, Pete Faulkner,
Patricia Voltz, Anne Fox, Gitta Yelds and
Marcelle Mackay. Tutored by Kim Rayner.
Opening 6.30pm Friday April 19.
May 11 – June 7 “Layers” Exhibition
featuring Mission Beach Artists. Curated by
Justin Bishop of Cairns Regional Art Gallery.
Opening 6.30pm Saturday May 11.
June 9 – 26 Girringun Artists Exhibition
featuring Indigenous artists.
Opening 2.30pm Sunday June 9.
June 26 – July 11 Watercolour Artists Exhibition
July 12 – 25 Young Artists Exhibition
See www.missionarts.net for details of ukulele
and arts workshops.
The Mission Arts gallery shop is open daily from
10am to 2pm and offers unique local art and craft.
Mission Arts is at MARCS Park, corner of Seaview
Street and Cassowary Drive (Tully-Mission Beach Rd
and El Arish-Mission Beach Rd), Mission Beach.

Phone 40886116. Email: info@missionarts.com.au

