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May the wings of the bu�erfly kiss May the wings of the bu�erfly kiss May the wings of the bu�erfly kiss 
the sunthe sunthe sun   

   And find your shoulder to light on,And find your shoulder to light on,And find your shoulder to light on,   

   To bring you luck, happiness and To bring you luck, happiness and To bring you luck, happiness and 
richesrichesriches  

   Today, tomorrow and beyond.Today, tomorrow and beyond.Today, tomorrow and beyond.   
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The death of a young cassowary on Seaview 
Street just east of Wongaling creek is a great 
pity.  It is around the same area another young 
cassowary was hit last year, although it sur-
vived it would be good to know and record the 

circumstances of the accidents to help solve the problems of casso-
wary crossings.  There is an obvious need for better separation of traf-
fic and wild animals. 
 
Hand feeding of cassowaries is also of concern as such birds associate 
humans with food and then readily approach humans expecting food. 
This can be dangerous.  The feeding stations are designed to avoid 
such eventualities so please do not hand feed cassowaries. 
 
The 10 local volunteers from Green Corps expected in May did not 
eventuate.  There were simply not sufficient candidates available with 
‘Choice’ taking some 200 from all areas and centering their operation in 
Innisfail. 
 
Post Yasi has seen much of the foreshore denuded of top soil, mulch, 
with its natural microbes and fungi, pumice stone, seeds, vines and 
small plants.  As of the 28th June there was still good mulch being re-
moved out of drains and gullies on the foreshore.  The clearing along 
Wongaling creek is also a massive overkill.  Many groups have worked 
hard to make this a viable wildlife corridor and their efforts have been 
set back years.  The application of mulch by the council will help.   
 
The CCRC has given approval for two operators to run Jet Ski Hire 
from Mission Beach to South Mission Beach.  This is in total conflict 
with the many sunbathing, swimming, walking, kayaking, sailing or par-
taking in any other beach activity.  It is difficult to see how the drivers 
can be observed or monitored over such an area. 
 
The propagation tunnel at the Centre is erected and has tables and irri-
gation.  The shed  should arrive soon.  The irrigation system has been 
decommissioned in the nursery.  The gardens have been mulched and 
we are planning for some volunteers to continue the work around the 
Visitors Centre.  Many thanks to the volunteers who come in regularly 
in and around the centre.  The Centre is always in need of extra help 
particularly now with so much to do and with extra work to attend to at 
home with repairs to houses and gardens. 
 
C4 is there to help the community and the community needs to help 
C4.   
 
Maurice Franklin 

CONTENTS 
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You are like a seductive woman 

Tempestuous and out of control 

You change like the weather 

You draw me in then you run cold 

Yet I stay here under your spell 

Enjoy the passion and the wrath of hell 

It’s been like this since the day I fell 

For you 

CHORUS    This place has a hold on me 

                      Seduced by the variety 

When the sun is shining and the sea is blue 

And the palms are waving and the breeze is cool 

I can’t contain my love for you 

Even though it’s dangerous to………….. 

Show my affection which might be in vain 

When your cloudless skies turn to flooding rain 

Whatever it is, I’m mesmerized it’s true. 

CHORUS       This place has a hold on me 

                         Seduced by the variety 

You’re dangerous without a doubt 

Your monsoon rains can soon turn to drought 

Circumstances in a flash can change 

And optimism can flush down the drain 

But just as quickly you’re on top again 

And I’m back in love even though it’s strange 

Not knowing what mood will come into play 

—————-today 

CHORUS     This place has a hold on me 

                       Seduced by the variety 

 

MISSION  BEACH                                                                                               

By Nick Wallwork 

  Mission Beach has a seductive charm. 

This is an observa�on I’ve heard from a few people  which 
prompted me to write a song———which we’ll come to later. 

 Mission Beach, when it is at it’s postcard best—the ocean clear 
and calm and the beaches bleached and bright contras�ng with 
the verdant rainforest, is one of the most spectacularly scenic 
spots on the east coast. The towering peaks of Hinchinbrook 
Island in the background and with Dunk Island and the Family 
Group just off shore are spectacular. 

 Indeed there used to be a cycle of southerners who would come 
and purchase a piece of paradise in the cooler months, only to 
be disenchanted by the prolonged hot, humid wet season and 
then resell. 

  Mission Beach is a place of moods. In the wet season with the 
con�nually grey skies, discoloured seas and darker wet beaches, 
it can be a lot less photogenic. There are also the ever present, 
poten�al dangers of being blown away by an intense tropical 
storm, or succumbing to a box-jellyfish while trying to endure 
the irony of not being able to swim when the weather is at its 
ho�est. 

   I came here in the early 70’s, when the road from Tully was a 
“tunnel” for many kilometres, as the forest canopy joined over-
head. There was one shop at the “Moonglow Motel”, which use 
to stand where Castaways is now and a Post Office in a house on 
the beach. There were a few shacks and banana farms, life was 
pre�y basic but it was good. 

   Mission Beach has escaped compara�vely large scale  develop-
ment  mainly due to the high rainfall and being far enough away 
from  Townsville and Cairns to be non commutable.  Also, by 
chance, places that “went ahead” like Port Douglas and Airlie 
Beach helped take the pressure off  this  area. 

  There are of course many developers who come here and want 
to change the face of Mission Beach, totally forge�ng that what 
a�racts people here is the rela�vely natural environment. C4 is a 
presence, hopefully encouraging people to realise how precious 
and rare unspoilt areas are, and to help maintain and preserve 
its forests and wildlife. 

   So here are the lyrics to a song about Mission Beach and its 
moods. Chord changes are shown in case any musicians want to 
create their own  version. 
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Sue Dollery,  had a busy day in the 
gardens weeding and planting 

Shed project moves a step closer 

Once there was a shed but Cyclone Yasi took care of that 
and there was just a concrete slab to mark the spot. Then 
work started on a replacement, thanks to a recovery grant 
of $15,000 from Commonwealth Bank of Australia. 

It is being built in the corner beside the new greenhouse 
tunnel and will have a shaded work area in front, u�lising 
part of the old slab.  

Inside the shed will be fi�ed with storage racks so pots and 
other nursery items can be stored. 

Mission Beach  pre-schoolers 
have a big day out coastal tree 
plan�ng near Clump Point. 

HAPPENINGS 

Big bird welcomes student workers 

A cassowary and 
his almost adult 
chick were on 
hand to welcome  
25 students and 
staff from 
Townsville 
Grammar School 
to C4 for a work-
ing bee.  

As cameras clicked, the two birds inspected the visitors and 
went on their way, leaving the students and staff to start work 
as part of the school’s Interna�onal Baccalaureate program in 

which the students 
perform some ser-
vice to the communi-
ty  and document 
this. 

There was plenty of 
ac�vity at the centre 
on Sunday April 10 
as the students were 
divided into groups 
working in the arbo-

retum, nursery, and garden 
and on clearing the debris 
from the site of the destroyed 
seedling greenhouse. 

By lunch�me a serious 
amount of work had been 
done with trees planted out 
in the arboretum, plants 
stranded by Cyclone Yasi repo�ed and the greenhouse site 
almost ready for the new tunnel to be built. 

Meryl Harding with a young helper in the 
nursery po�ng-out area. 

Greenhouse tunnel rebuilt 
On the 14th May there was a working bee to put up the green-
house and a start was made tidying up the gardens. It was a 
good day all round. 

Maurice Franklin, 
Peter Trott, Leon-
ard Andy and Rob-
ert Tidey did a 
great job putting 
up the greenhouse. 

  

  

C4’s Vice-President, Peter Tro� has been busy overseeing the repairs to the nursery . It has been and s�ll is a huge 
task, with clearing debris, repo�ng plants, ge�ng the watering system working again and ge�ng the greenhouse 
and shed rebuilt. The work con�nues as there is seed collec�ng to be done to get new na�ve plants started and of 
course the con�nuance of repo�ng and sor�ng our exis�ng plants. All help has been and is greatly appreciated. 

Leonard Andy tells students about Aboriginal use of the 
resources of the rainforest. 
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About 70 pupils from St Claire School, Tully accompanied by teachers and parents, visited C4 on  Friday 27th  May. 2011     
Sal Badcock had everyone enthralled with her talk about wildlife and care of wildlife with a li�le help from her Sugar Glider 
friend. Maurice Franklin was ready to answer any ques�ons about the Environmental Display Centre and Peter Tro� did a 
marvellous talk about the nursery with everyone showing a great interest in the environment and na�ve plants. 

Nick Wallwork has 
been kept busy with 
repairs and pain�ng, 
in between volunteer-
ing in the Display Cen-
tre. Caught up with 
him as he was fresh-
ening up one of the 
signs. 

In June, 1994 the Consul�ve Commi�ee for Cassowary Conserva�on and 
MRCD amalgamated to become C4—Community for Coastal and Casso-
wary Conserva�on. Elaine Siddons was part of that group, a founding 
member of C4 and 17 years on, is s�ll volunteering her �me as Member-
ship Coordinator.  Most days Elaine will collect the mail, the relevant 
newspapers and when needed other sta�onary items before heading to 
the Environment Centre where she will then sort the mail, go through 
the papers looking for ar�cles relevant to C4.eg. Developmental hap-
penings, wildlife or environmental issues. Elaine also keeps the member-
ship books up to date as well as other book keeping ma�ers, she is also 
the best proof reader with her eagle eye and astute mind.                                          
Elaine may not, now, be out there in the public waving banners to save 
the world, but in her way, with determina�on and dedica�on, she con-
�nues to help make a difference.                                                                                       

Neal and Helen 
Holland tending 
to the nursery 

There have been a lot of people helping to get the 
nursery and gardens up to scratch and they are doing 
a wonderful job Thank you.                                                                 
Thank you  to all the volunteers who are helping to 
keep the Environment Centre  opera�ng. At a �me 
when we all have our own personal hardships to deal 
with , it speaks volumes of our Community Spirit and 
Generosity.  

 Sam, Angus and a 
couple  of willing 
Backpackers help-
ing out 
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CASSOWARIESCASSOWARIES  
A MINTIE MOMENT 

Recently on my way home from work, along a dusty 
(no rain for a week), badly potholed, quiet little road 
which ran through what was, pre Yasi, dense pictur-
esque rainforest, I happened upon this feathered little 
creature, strolling along quite happily on his/her way 

home to dad after a big day out!  Fortunately I was 
driving very slowly as when I rounded the bend there 
he/she was right in front of my car.  I stopped and wait-
ed for the little one to flee into the surrounding deci-
mated forest - but it just stood there in front of my bon-
net not moving.  I fumbled in my bag in the car as I 
knew I had my camera somewhere and hoped to get a 
photo of it before it fled - mission accomplished, cam-
era located, turned on, aimed and click....another click, 
followed by another....this little creature had no inten-
tion of moving and most certainly wasn't intimidated by 
me, my camera or my car!  What to do?  By now it was 
1/2 a metre away from the car window so...I said 
"hello".  It gave me the most exasperated look and 
continued to stare at me, so I stared back...thus began 
a staring competition between me and this dear little 
creature.  After 3 long minutes or so with us both star-
ing at each other, the little one had enough/or had 
more important things to do, and gave me one last look 
and ambled off, turning back once or twice to see if I 
was still sitting there in his/her territory staring into 
space....  I can't believe I had a 'staring' competition 
with a cassowary chick which no one witnessed (and 
few would believe) and I WON!!!  It was, I believe, a 
Mintie moment!!  I hope we cross paths again! 

Story and photo 
TRINA  HIBBERD 

Wow what an experience it is to come face to face with a 
young cassowary chick, that’s exactly what happened a 
few weeks ago while going about my business. The first 
experience was a li�le daun�ng when it just appeared out 
of nowhere; with a li�le bit of persistence to move it on 
and everything was back to normal.  The second experi-
ence was while walking back out from underneath my 
house, there I saw jump over the neighbours retaining wall 
was a young cassowary chick.  Trying not to show panic I 
closed the screen door and hoped it would just walk away 
but no it decided to come a li�le closer and there it stood 
for 5-10 minutes staring at me.  Noise didn’t seem to deter 
it but a�er a few seconds it decided to walk around the 
side of the house, not being able to see where it went I 
stayed put for a bit then it came back for a second look 
and yes I was s�ll there; then it walked away again and 
came back, at this stage I was like enough already.  With 
boredom se�ng in it decided to head back down through 
all the neighbour’s backyards and towards the creek. The 
regular visitor usually visits in the late a�ernoons but with 
the cooler weather of late it hasn’t been around. While 
talking to a few of the neighbours it does appear that my 
visitor is part of a family that has been around for a while 
now. 

THE VISITOR 

                   Story  and photos  by  Janet Bowden 
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Graham Lauridsen BVSc. 
Tully Veterinary Surgery 
 

Early a�ernoon, Friday  27th May,  many people 
called into C4 to report a Cassowary had been hit 
on the highway near Royal Palms Estate.  Thank 
you to all the people who reported this Casso-
wary, by ringing QPWS, Tully Vets or calling into 
C4. We understand it was a very stressful and 
upse�ng situa�on for all involved and can only 
hope that somehow we can come up with a road 
design which will protects these beau�ful crea-
tures from the ever increasing traffic.      

There have been many reports of people seeing 
young Cassowaries in areas, where not normally 
seen. People have reported seeing young Cassowar-
ies, (Sub– adults) in the Murray Upper region , Fe-
luga and in parts of Tully where normally they don’t 
see them.  
Have they always been in that area and now, be-
cause of the lack of food are coming out into the 
open?  Or, because over the last few years  there 
had been an extraordinary number of chicks born 
and now, have to find new territory of their own?  
 Whatever the reason, these Cassowaries will have a 
big struggle to survive. Some of the Cassowaries 
have obviously been hand fed as they are now 
ac�ng quite aggressively and are associa�ng people 
with food.  DO NOT  FEED— The CASSOWARY like 
the DINGOS on Frazer Island, the KANGAROOS and 
WALLABIES in zoos and parks  can become danger-
ous and a�ack with inappropriate handling and 
feeding. When you do the right thing towards the 
wildlife, it is a joy having them around and you can 
learn more about them when they act naturally, not  
relying on humans for handouts. 
If you want to help the wildlife, plant na�ve—na�ve 
plants for birds, bu�erflies, sugar gliders and ground 
mammals, and if in the area, the Cassowary.  Plant a 
na�ve hedge instead of having a fence (If you don’t 
have a dog).  Plant na�ve for na�ve birds and ani-
mals and keep the invaders (minor birds, starlings, 
etc) out. 
Plant na�ve to ensure the wildlife have a future.  
Unlike us, they have nowhere else to go. 

VET’S REPORT 
The bird that was hit was a sub-adult male.  It was in very 
good condi�on prior to being hit by the car.  It had very 
good fat reserves.  
Unfortunately it was hit in the 60km/h sec�on of road just 
East of the intersec�on of the Mission Beach road and Royal 
Palm Drive.  This is the second bird to be hit on this sec�on 
of road in the last 6 months, the other bird being a non fatal 
accident. 
QPWS staff were called directly by the public as well as via 
the 1300 number.  They arrived on the scene and gave first 
aid to the bird as well as securing it so that it could not stag-
ger back out onto the road again.  On my arrival it was not-
ed that the bird was in severe shock and not looking very 
well at all.  Before any treatment could begin the bird 
passed away.  
This bird had a severe fracture of the right leg just above the 
level of the foot.  A post mortem was performed which 
showed severe and obviously fatal internal injuries including 
haemorrhage from both kidneys, liver and spleen.  
The birds intes�nal tract was quite full and its stomach had 
a reasonable amount of na�ve foods in it.  DNA samples 
were taken and the body was taken into storage by QPWS 
staff. This is the 4th fatal vehicle accident for cassowaries 
since Cyclone Yasi that we are aware of.  The other 3  being 
one near Merryburn Drive, one on the Bruce Highway north 
of Cardwell and one in the Malanda region 
 
On a brighter note we have also been able to release a total 
of 4 birds back into the wild that were in rehabilitation prior 
to Cyclone Yasi.  There are presently 4 more birds in care 
and we are looking at releasing those in the coming months. 
  

 

Report Cassowary sigh�ngs and incidents  by 
emailing            

<cassowary.sigh�ng@derm.qld.gov.au> 

Report  any incidents by calling                                                                  
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Services                                                 

Wildlife hotline on    1300 130 3721300 130 372  
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TERRAIN AT MISSION BEACH 
Lot 66 buyback  
Terrain recently wrote to Ecofund asking that they consider 
buying back Lot 66 with their Balance the Earth Trust. Ecofund 
is a Queensland government initiative (www.ecofund.net.au). 
Lot 66 is an important cassowary corridor with a development 
application. The submission was jointly signed by all the fol-
lowing people/organisations:  Australian Rainforest Founda-
tion, Bob Irwin, C4, CAFNEC, Cr Downs, Djiru Traditional Own-
ers, Mayor Shannon, MB Agriculture & Conservation Commit-
tee, MB Business & Tourism, MB Wildcare, MBCA, Rainforest 
Rescue, Save The Cassowary, Senator McLucas, Terrain & 
WPSQ Tully. It was great to get so much agreement. The land-
owner said he is willing to sell and DERM said they would add 
the land to National Park.  Hopefully Ecofund will buy the 
property.   
Rainforest Alliance certification 
Rainforest Alliance is an international organisation that certi-
fies sustainable products, particularly from farming. Their little 
green frog symbol is recognized by consumers around the 
world. Once farmers meet certification standards, their crops 
can be sold as Rainforest Alliance certified. For more info, con-
tact Terrain's Fiona George on 0488 702 203 or 
fionag@terrain.org.au 
Koala Plan model for cassowaries 
Is planning for koala conservation in south east Queensland 
(SEQ) a possible model for cassowary protection here? 
Queensland’s koala population is between 100,000 and 
300,000. Australia’s cassowary population is estimated at 
1,500 adults.  
Queensland Government’s Koala Plan for SEQ seeks to reverse 
koala losses through habitat protection, controlling clearing 
and development (including State built infrastructure), and 
reducing mortality from vehicles and dog attacks. The Koala 
Plan also funds research, zoos, public education and rehabilita-
tion of sick, injured and orphaned Koalas. The Koala Plan is 
funded with $2.1M over four years. 
Recent planning and development assessment measures for 
SEQ koalas include a State Planning Policy that directs and 
influences planning schemes and master plan areas by seven 
SEQ Councils; State Planning Regulatory Provisions that pro-
hibit certain development in certain areas; Offsets Policy that 
requires 5 koala trees planted  for every 1 cleared; and koala-
friendly development design requirements. 
Funding for habitat landowners 
Terrain has recently applied through Australian government’s 
Caring For Our Country program for $1.45M to build landscape 
resilience in the Mission Beach to Ingham area for   Cassowary, 

Mahogany Glider and Littoral Rainforest.  Actions will utilise 
existing skilled work teams (Councils, Girringun) and involve 
community groups and DERM.  If successful, the bulk of the 
funds will go to local landholders for revegetation, pig and 
weed control, replacing barbed wire fences with plain wire, 
fire management, etc. We should know the outcome soon. 
Rainforest Rescue are crazy about cassowaries 
Rainforest Rescue are providing $30,000 early next year to 
rehabilitate Mission Beach cassowary habitat damaged by 
Yasi.  The Crazy About Cassowaries team (C4, QPWS, Council, 
Djiru and Terrain) have already met to identify rehabilitation 
areas at Wongaling Creek and Bingil Bay. Let us know if you’d 
like revegetation on your property. 
Green teams for cyclone clean up  
Operation Clean Up employs local jobseekers to help clear 
cyclone debris from farms, tourism businesses, habitat and 
waterways. With lessons learnt from Cyclone Larry, Terrain is 
coordinating 50 people in Clean Up and Green Army crews to 
work on sensitive environmental sites in Cassowary Coast & 
Hinchinbrook for 5 months. Activities include waterway res-
toration, revegetation, wildlife corridor rehabilitation, debris 
removal and pest species control.  Contact Terrain's Tania 
Simmons on 4043 8000 or email tanias@terrain.org.au. 
Cassowaries and cars  
Queensland Transport & Main Roads (TMR) are finalising 
their Significant Environmental Areas (SEA) policy. Hopefully 
Mission Beach will be identified as a SEA so that additional 
resources will be available to reduce cassowary road kill, e.g. 
removal of tall grass on roadsides. TMR have recently in-
stalled stand-alone solar “slow down” signs with built-in ra-
dar on Kuranda Range Rd. A temporary roadside memorial 
was emplaced for the cassowary killed by a hit-and-run near 
Nonda St in May. 
Cassowary feeding  
There have been four cassowary deaths due to road strikes 
and one fatal dog attack since Yasi. Well-meaning backyard 
feeding contributed to a number of these incidents. Four 
other cassowaries have died from other injuries or diseases 
post-Yasi. This number of deaths is markedly up on a non-
cyclone year. Please report hungry cassowaries to DERM on 
1300 130 372 who have established 106 feeding stations 
designed to keep cassowaries safely in the forest. Your re-
ports to DERM about cassowaries since Yasi have vastly im-
proved their management. 
For more info on any of the above, please contact Terrain’s 
Tony O’Malley on 0437 728 190 or tonyo@terrain.org.au 
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Early Observations of Rainforest Response in 
Mission Beach 

Story by Noel Ruting - MSc (Research) post-graduate pro-
gram (JCU) 

Mission Beach is recognised as a biodiversity hotspot where 
considerable efforts in protection and restoration of frag-
mented rainforest are facilitating recovery. Noel Ruting is 
investigating the response and resilience of fragmented rain-
forest patches and riparian corridors following Yasi and Lar-
ry. The research aims to identify the extraordinary diversity 
of plant species and relative resilience of fragmented habitat 
in the context of ongoing disturbance. A special focus for 
this research includes identifying the character and extent of 
littoral rainforest in Mission Beach. 

Some early observations (after TC Yasi) include: Almost total 
loss of canopy foliage and significant loss of larger canopy 
trees which were either uprooted or main stems snapped; 

Rapid regenera-
tive response 
and seedling 
recruitment fol-
lowing pro-
longed high rain-
fall and in-
creased light 
levels; All tran-
sects display an 

exceptionally high level of native plant diversity with mini-
mal weed invasion indicating potential for long term viability 
and connectivity;  

Massed flowering event of Brombya, Alexandra and Fan 
Palms. Narragon Beach – Massed flowering of Alexandra 
Palms (Archontophoenix alexandrae)  
triggered by TC Yasi (26 February 2011) 

Massed flowering 
of the disturbance-
favoured understo-
rey species – Brom-
bya  
(Brombya platyne-
ma) (27 February 
2011) 

Note from Editor:- Where I live the Alexandra Palms came 
into flower and produced seeds which provided some food 
for the Cockatoos and Cassowaries, etc.   The Fan Palms 
(Licuala Palm) burst into flower, some are coming into fruit 
now and some died after flowering but they had either fin-
ished or were in late stages of fruiting just before the cy-
clone. 

Cyclones cause double-headed cycads? 
  
"A palm-like plant from northern Queensland, Lepidozamia 
hopei is reputed to be the tallest living cycad. There are 
reports of specimens reaching twenty metres ... Although 
in botanical descriptions the cycads are always featured as 
single trunked plants, obviously this does not mean on all 
occasions this is so ... A small National Park near Bingil Bay 
contains quite a number of very tall Lepidozamia hopei. 
The interesting part about this information from Mrs. Bos-
worth, a member of the S.G.A.P. zamiad study group, is 
that quite a few of these plants are branched at about the 
same height. She suggests that perhaps the huge cyclone 
of 1918 which devastated this area may have caused this." 
Australian Plants, December 1984, Vol 13, no 101.                   
Continued on page 18 

 

FLASH BACK                                                                                     
While going through old Bulletins I happened across this 
article which was in Bulletin  No 40,  June 1999. All who had 
gone through Yasi  will know how I felt  when I  saw this 
photo, then read the article.                                                                 

Mission Beach Harbour Pty. Ltd. Is still planning a 
marina for Clump Point. With global warming and 
the increase in the occurrences and severity of 
cyclones do we really want or need a marina on 
our doorstep? This photo of a marina in Florida 
after a hurricane shows what can happen. If most 
of the boat owners are absent, who is going to be 
responsible for moving or securing boats? 

Let us not forget that in the 1918 cyclone a tidal 
surge broke over Clump Point and deposited 
tonnes of pumice well inland.                                         
This is an experience we don’t need again…………. 
Maybe we do need to pay heed and not make 
the same  mistakes as others.  Maybe we need 
to think outside the square………….. 
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Cyclone Larry and Cyclone Yasi  required extensive cleanup 
after winds brought down trees near roads and power-
lines.  Fallen or damaged trees are unsafe and often need 
to be cleared. However, clearing must not go beyond what 
is reasonable to maintain an area and ensure safe-
ty.  Under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, vegetation 
clearing that is not necessary to maintain infrastructure or 
ensure public  safety must be authorised by a develop-
ment permit.                                                                                               
After Cyclone Larry there were reports of illegal vegetation 
clearing, where vegetation that wasn’t posing a threat to 
property or personal safety was being cleared.  It’s easy for 
this to be overlooked when everyone is trying to clean up.                
If you notice vegetation being cleared which doesn’t need 
to be, please report your concern to Department of Envi-
ronmental and Resource Management at their Townsville 
office on 4799 1266 or Rockhampton office on 4938 4615.If 
you feel the matter wasn’t adequately dealt with please 
contact the Environmental Defenders Office, our contact 
details are 4031 4766 or email edonq@edo.org.au for fur-
ther advice. 

Do we really want to make the same mistakes?               
Beaches are formed 
by an ongoing cycle 
of erosion and dep-
osi�on of sand. 
Storms erode 
beaches of their 
sand, which is then 
re-deposited by 
large waves. When 
we a�empt to use these areas for housing and recrea�on, 
this natural cycle is interrupted and sand banks become de-
pleted. Over �me, this has destroyed many of Australia's 
beau�ful beaches The construc�on of houses around la-
goons and swamps, the wetlands landfilled and the develop-
ment of sand dunes for 'prime' real estate and recrea�onal 
purposes have all had nega�ve effects. The removal of vege-
ta�on has seen a significant reduc�on in biodiversity and 
also disrupted the natural processes which form intricate 
coastal ecosystems. About two-thirds of Australia’s popula-
�on live in the towns and ci�es that have been built along 
the coastline. The protec�on of Australia's coastline de-
pends on our capacity to implement sustainable coastal 
management ini�a�ves, which include  balancing the uses of 
the coast, increasing the amount of protected marine and 
estuarine reserves, restric�ng further development in 
coastal areas and conduc�ng research into making the most 
of coastal areas in an ecologically sustainable manner.                                
Mistakes cost, not just environmentally but also economical-
ly and in the long run, no matter who is to blame, we all pay 
for the mistakes made.   

Environmental Care   

HOW FAR DO WE GO ????? 
Once again with the clean-up a�er a cyclone there have and 
s�ll is a lot of ques�onable ac�ons taken. Have we cleared 
too much of the fallen �mber and broken trees, have we 
gone too far with the clean-up of creeks and the foreshore?  
Most of us know and understand very li�le of the environ-
mental balance required of this area yet we are arrogant 
enough to rip into the forest and land and progress with a  
house and garden or business design, we consider most in 
vogue.  Mistakes made today are tomorrows nightmare. We 
have built along creeks, now with the fallen debris they don’t 
look great but they also flood with excess rain so we need to 
clean enough for the water to flow freely, take out too much 
and there is the risk of erosion with the next rains.                                                                                   
Our foreshores didn’t look postcard perfect a�er the cyclone 
with the fallen and broken trees, but those trees were s�ll 
holding the 
beach to-
gether.  
They pro-
tect new 
growth by 
sheltering 
them 
against 
strong wind 
and seas 
and give 
shade from the 
sun.   

 

 

 

 

Take too much away then the new growth may die and/or 
there may be erosion along  the foreshore with the next king 
�de and/or rough seas.                                                                                                    
Right along the East Coast are ongoing sagas, of people trying 
to ward off the surge of the sea because they were arrogant 
enough to clear and build without knowing, or understanding 
the environmental requirements for their area.   
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 LIFE IN CREEKS AND WATERWAYSLIFE IN CREEKS AND WATERWAYS  
These are some of the wildlife that needs a healthy rainfor-
est growing alongside our creeks, providing shade and for-
est litter for food and safe habitat in the water. 

  

  

There's nothing a 
cassowary likes 
more than to 
stand in a shady 
creek on a hot 
summer's day. 

  

     

  

  

  

Eastern Water Dragons 
( Physignathus lesueurii ) 
prefer to hang around on 
logs in the creek, 

or on trees overhanging the 
water. If they are startled, they 
jump into the water 

and disappear in the tangle of 
logs and branches. 

Boyd's For-
est Dragon 
( Hypsilurus 
boydii ) will 
usually run 
for water 
when 
threatened, 
sometimes 
running on 

water for a couple of metres  before submerging.                                                                                                           

Snakehead Gudg-
eon ( Giurus mar-
garitacea ) lay 
their eggs on logs 

and then fan a 
clearing in the 
adjacent debris 
and guard the 
area, and make it 
obvious to all 
intruders they are 
doing so. 

  

  

Empirefish ( Hypseleotris compressus ) avoid getting eaten 
by sticking to the shadows and only darting across sunny 
patches when they have  

This crab ( Tiomanium indicum ) has wandered off from the 
soft mud banks, and blundered into my car port. 

  

Lots more photos and photo-tours at                                                
Dave Kimble's Rainforest Photo Catalog                                     
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THE DUGONG is 
roughly the size 
and shape of a 
large dolphin, 
but with a less 
streamlined 
head and no 
dorsal fin. The 
muzzle is large 
and fleshy; the 
eyes are small; the exter-
nal ears consist only of 
tiny openings; and the 
nostrils lie close together 
at the anterodorsal tip of 
the snout. They are slow-
moving and have little 
protection against predators. Being large animals, however, 
only large sharks, Saltwater Crocodiles and Killer Whales are 
a danger to them.    Dugongs swim in the shallow coastal 
waters were they find protection from large waves and 
storms. They surface only to breathe, and never come on to 
land. They like to live in large herds, but due to declining 
numbers are often now found in smaller "family" groups of        
between 1 and 3 Dugongs. Particular about their diets, with 
certain 'fields' of sea-grass cropped. Dugongs are referred 
to as 'sea cows' because their diet consists mainly of sea-
grass. Their primary feeding mechanism is uprooting sea-
grass by digging furrows in the sea-floor with their snouts. 
The dugong (Dugong dugon) is the only living herbivorous 
mammal that is strictly marine, and the only species of the 
Family Dugongidae; following the 18th century extinction of 
Steller's sea cow (Hydrodamalis gigas).  

The Sacred Kingfisher 
(Todiramphus sanctus) is a Tree 
Kingfisher found in the man-
groves, forests and river valleys, it 
occurs in eucalypt forests, melaleu-
ca forests, woodland and paper-
bark forests, with post-breeding 
movement from higher altitudes to 
the coast and also from forest to 
coast and open lands. They feed on 
insects, small crustaceans, fish, 
small rodents and reptiles but re-
ports of it eating small finches are 
rare. Sacred Kingfishers lay about 
five eggs. 

The Beach Stone-curlew is 

a resident of undisturbed 
open beaches, exposed 
reefs, mangroves, and 
tidal sand or mudflats. 
Once more widely distrib-
uted around the coast-
lines, now rare with a de-
cline in numbers as devel-
opment moves in. Strictly 
territorial, a single egg is 
laid just above the high 
tide line, where it is vulnerable to predation and human dis-
turbance. It is less nocturnal than most stone curlews and can 
sometimes be seen foraging by daylight, moving slowly and 
deliberately, with occasional short runs. It tends to be wary 
and flies off into the distance ahead of the observer, employ-
ing slow, rather stiff wing beats. 

If you happen to be sitting or walking on the rocks 
you may see a Loggerhead, Green or Hawksbill 
Turtle pop it’s head up for air. 

All species of ma-
rine turtles are 
threatened with 
extinction A ma-
jor reason why 
marine turtles 
throughout the 
world are in dan-
ger is the contin-
uing loss of nesting habitat. It is believed that ma-
rine turtles have an extremely high affinity for 
their nesting beaches, and therefore the loss or re-
duction of even a single nesting beach can have 
serious effects.                                                                              

Or you may see a Dugong come up for air…... 

Or be delighted by the joyful play of Bottlenose Dolphins 
as they swim by. 

Dolphins can live up to 40yrs, feeding on fish, squid and 
crustaceans and like the Dugongs, they also face threats of 
marine pollution, habitat degradation and boat traffic. 

  

 LOCAL RESIDENTS OF SEA AND SHORE 
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 WORLD’s    #1    WEBSITE ba�lements and balconies which could be seen from the 
road to a�ract tourists. The idea of genera�ng his own pow-
er “came to light” in 1933, the we�est for many years. Hav-
ing seen how Spain was harnessing power from it’s water-
falls, he ordered a turbine capable of genera�ng 25KVA at 
500 RPM. His contribu�on to what may be called early “eco-
tourism” shows remarkable foresight, and the enchan�ng 
rainforest scenery offered an oasis away from the hustle and 
bustle. His was the first tropical botanical gardens in Austral-
ia, a�rac�ng roman�cs, escapists, naturalists and scien�sts 
to travel to North Queensland to join with the local people 
of all na�ons for Saturday night dances. The fancy, black-
bean parquetry design  enhancing the ballroom floor is con-
sidered the world’s best. The same Queensland cabinet �m-
ber adorns THE SPEAKER’s CHAIR in THE HOUSE OF COM-
MONS, Great Bri�an’s Parliament. 

MADAM  BUTTERFLY’s  life is limited to several weeks as 
their beau�ful wings suffer “wear & tear”  due to their ra-
ther erra�c flying. Correctly called  ULYSSES (BLUE) SWAL-
LOWTAIL, or Dunk Island Blue/Mountain Blue for short. It is 
a protected species and can’t be “ne�ed”.  Living here in 
The Cassowary Coast, they are soon spo�ed, their metallic-
blue wings flashing vibrantly as they search for sweet nectar 
from the brightly coloured flowers, especially clusters of red 
Ixora or “ Jungle-geranium” . She mates but once, then lays 
over 100 eggs, s�cking them in place one by one on the 
bo�om side of the leaves of their “host tree”, MELICOPE 
ELLERYANA. (Li�le  Evodia).  Greedily gorging on the foliage, 
within two weeks the caterpillars are the size of  a person’s  
li�le finger. In one of the most amazing “feats of nature”, 
they then transform their bodies into a delicate, cocoon-
shaped “chrysalis”.  Suspended by a silken thread under-
neath the outer leaves, they emerge within six weeks.  Paus-
ing long enough for their wings to majes�cally unfold, they 
warm-up and take to the sky. Should the over-enthusias�c 
males happen  to appear, they can’t wait to mate. 

                                                       Story by Lawrie Williams 

CSIRO SCIENTISTS have good reason to say, “The rainforest 
is the world’s busiest website”, with 12 million spiders to 
the hectare!                                                                                            
The most unladylike , St. ANDREW’s CROSS SPIDER (Phylum 
Arthropoda) is a mere 15mm long, seemingly harmless orb-
weaver found Australia wide. She spins a large wheel -shape 
web of intrigue with a zig-zag cross in the centre.  When the 
moon dri�s 
into the even-
ing sky, her 
scent a�racts 
a�en�on. The 
male of the 
species edges 
closer. Hours 
pass. Now he 
woos her, 
tenderly 
stroking her long legs. Although she feels harassed by his 
touch she remains steadfast in the centre of her silken 
cross. When he is ready, he cuts a hole in the web and 
plucks a single thread. Seemingly impressed by his enthusi-
asm, she takes her �me moving slowly into posi�on, dan-
gling in mid air from the male’s “ma�ng-thread”. He can 
hardly wait and transfers sperm from his genitals to ap-
pendages either side of his head, then plucks up courage to 
posi�on himself under her massive body, three �mes his 
size. With �ny silk “hand napkin” he inserts his sperm into 
her genital opening located beneath her hind legs. He 
knows if he fails to make a quick getaway a�er ma�ng with 
her, she makes a meal of him. Without doubt, for both of 
them, this is a web of intrigue.                                                                                                    
With 100,000 species in Australia alone, three-quarters of 
the world’s animals are insects. In the ma�ng season, it’s an 
amazing sight to see when the lights go out and the GLOW-
WORMS  gli�er in the night to lure their prey…..into their 
invisible website. The fine filaments contain s�cky-goo that 
clings like super-glue. No ma�er how hard they try they 
have no hope of escape. The “fly by nighters”  are about to 
get the shock of their lives. Instead of finding a partner they 
become the greedy Glow-worm’s next meal.  On the other 
hand, you can be caught in the middle of another ’laser-
light’ show if you  go for a rainforest walk early evening 
when the sun goes down. Try walking the “obstacle-course” 
through swarms of  FIRE-FLY-BEETLES sending a flurry of 
lightbeams, like a fairyland Palace of beauty.  Picture Span-
ish visionary, Jose Paronella’s pride and joy, the revolving 
gli�erball  with 1275 mirrored-facets, hung from the centre 
of the ceiling. As it revolved, coloured lights set up in  each 
corner of the elaborate, velvet draped “star a�rac�on”   the 
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feeding off them, so who am I to judge and ques�on what 
Nature creates.  I con�nue to the beach, seemingly, not the 
same beach as before Cyclone Yasi but interes�ng all the 
same with the gullies and contours created by the cyclone. 
The wildlife seen while walking along the beach is just as 
interes�ng as the walks through the Rainforest and open 
forests and grasslands as there is so much to see and to 
learn about.  A walk with nature is so upli�ing it must be 
good for one’s health but, beware—it takes much longer 
then a brisk walk.  Ahh but what a feeling!                                                    
As I look out to sea, I wonder when will the Whales  arrive 
and if I will get to see them this year.                                                           
Isn’t it wonderful how life goes on and the li�le wonders 
that happen in life.                                 

A WALK WITH NATURE 

The Drongo lays two to four 
eggs in a nest high in a tree. 
These are aggressive and 
fearless birds, given their 
small size, and drongos will 
a�ack much larger species if 
their nest or young are 
threatened. Most are black or 
dark grey in colour, some-
�mes with metallic �nts and 
have long forked tails. They 
can mimic the sound of other 
birds and some animals. They 
fly catch or take prey from 
the ground 

With the clear blue skies and cooler weather, it is a great 
�me to get out and once again explore this beau�ful area  
we live in and to appreciate and remember the reasons 
why we chose to live here. I step outside and my senses 
come alive, hearing the many birds cha�ering happily in 
the trees and seeing the many ,assorted bu�erflies, danc-
ing around and sharing the flowers with the bees, dragon 
flies and other insects which are also fli�ng around, 
ge�ng their share of the goods. I look up to the sky and 
there is one of the Brahminy kites circling high above the 
trees, they nest in the stand of Melaleuca trees just down 
the street and as I watch, it is ge�ng closer to where a 
pair of Drongos are nes�ng. One of the Drongos swoops 
off a branch away from the nest and bravely proceeds to 
protect its family and hot on the Brahminy kite’s tail, chas-
es it away. As I walk down the road I see the wallabies, 
warily watching me from behind clumps of slashed grass 
and the plovers with their short dar�ng movements, try-
ing to shoo me away. The Bee-eaters, perched on the 
power lines above are keeping an eye on their nests which 
are barrows in the ground and a couple of white Cocka-
toos si�ng high up on a dead tree branch, heads cocked 
to one side ever aware of what’s happening below. A li�le 
further on and there is a Friarbird, happily feeding in the 
Powderpuff tree in the company of a few other li�le  hon-
eyeaters and more bu�erflies. (Not sure about that com-
pa�bility as I have seen Friarbirds snatch up bu�erflies 
and other insects) I turn  towards the last remnant of rain-
forest along that street and walk down the path leading 
toward the beach. I can hear the scurry of Bush hens 
through the bush and can see evidence of their hunt for 
food by their many scratchings in the ground. A loud crack 
of a twig and I stop to listen and look more carefully; an-
other crack. I stand s�ll, peering into the bush trying to 
see beyond, and there it is, a slight flash of colour as the 
young Cassowary picks its way through the bush. I watch 
un�l it disappears behind the fallen forest and new 
growth, then con�nue on my way, happy that this Casso-
wary is s�ll alive.  As I go across the creek I no�ce there 
are s�ll a few Lilly-pads but mostly the creek is overgrown 
by Guinea Grass almost in seed. It won’t be long before 
this area will be alive with Finches, beau�ful li�le birds 
that come in when the Guinea Grass seeds.  Another scur-
ry in the undergrowth, different to the Bush hen, I stop 
and look and yes, hurrying out of the way is a small Goan-
na. There is a lot of movement in the undergrowth as one 
is walking through the bush and mostly  is just small liz-
ards, all very interes�ng and worth a look. Also worth a 
look, is the way the forest regenerates, life goes on –no 
ma�er how hard it be. There are, what I consider as nox-
ious weeds and vines but there are lots of li�le bu�erflies 

The Masked Lapwings or plover is most common around 
the edges of wetlands and in other moist, open environ-
ments, but is adaptable and can o�en be found in surpris-
ingly arid areas. They are shy and harmless but are known 
for their bold nes�ng habits, being quite prepared to make 
a nest on almost any stretch of open ground, including sub-
urban parks and gardens, school ovals, and even supermar-
ket carparks and in the middle of round-a-bouts. It spends 
most of its �me on the ground searching for food such as 
insects and worms and has several dis�nc�ve calls. 

The chicks are full grown a�er 4
-5mths and will o�en stay with 
the parents for 1-2yrs resul�ng 
in groups of 3-5 birds at �mes. 

Wri�en by Sue Tidey 
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The Bee-eater’s bill is long, 
curved and ends in a sharp point. 
The bill can bite strongly, par�cu-
larly at the �p, and is used as a 
pair of forceps with which to 
snatch insects from the air and 
crush smaller ones. It nests in 
aburrows dug into the ground, 
either into the sides of earth cliffs 
or directly into level ground. Both 
types of nes�ng site are vulnera-
ble, those on level ground are 
vulnerable to trampling and small 
predators, whereas those in cliffs, 
which are o�en the banks of riv-
ers, are vulnerable to flash floods 

Scrub fowls—Bush-hens have powerful legs and feet adapted for digging and 
foraging and builds large nests of soil and plant material in which they incubate 
their eggs. They are normally in pairs and are extremely territorial spending the 
day foraging the forest floor for food and will only take flight if disturbed. Alt-
hough we curse the Scrub fowl for digging up our gardens, they are  important 
biological regulators of invertebrates and also assist with seed dispersal of a 
number of na�ve plants.  The Scrub fowl have a loud territorial call that is 
u�ered mainly during the night. During the nes�ng season, it is more frequent 
and is mostly a duet between a male and a female. 

Photos by Robert Tidey 
NEST 

Rainbow bee-eaters are brilliantly coloured 
birds that grow to be 19-24cm (max 28cm) in 
length, including the elongated tail feathers.  
Head, breast and throat a yellow/orange, back 
and wings green lower back and under-tail 
bright blue. The undersides of the wings and 
primary flight feathers are orange/red  with 
black �ps and the tail is black to deep violet. The 
rainbow bee-eater's two central tail feathers are 
longer than the other tail feathers, and are long-
er in the male rainbow bee-eaters than in the 
females and the rainbow bee-eater has a black 
bib and a black stripe through its red eye.  

Photos by Robert Tidey 

Like most native fauna, Goannas are wary of humans coming into their habitat, and 

will most likely run away, either into the scrub or up a tree, but they can overcome 

their initial fear of humans, especially if food is involved (or if food has been in-

volved previously). This reinforces the wildlife authorities mantra of not feeding 

any of the wildlife as it can become dangerous for human and/or animal . Goannas 

are a protected species throughout Australia and eat mainly small animals, insects, 

snakes, smaller lizards, birds and eggs.                                                                                      

Northern Goannas breed in the wet season (summer) but in the South they breed in 

spring, laying 3-10 eggs in deep burrows and then seal it up and hide the entrance. 

Some goannas will lay their eggs in termite mounds or in the Scrub Fowls nesting 

mound as they are excellent incubators. Goannas can grow to over 2metres in 

length and can live up to 30years. 

We are blessed with a diverse range of wildlife  and our very best achievement will be when we have learnt to live with it 
and only when we can grow and build without destroying the environs around us, can we truly say, we have progressed. 
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  BIRDWING BUTTERFLY (Omithoptera priamus) or 

as we call it CAIRNS BIRDWING 

February and March were very active months, not only for 
us, but for the Cairns Birdwing Caterpillar, feeding ravenous-
ly on the Aristolochia acuminate vine. This had interested 
people chasing around, trying to get new vines to plant to 
keep the hungry caterpillars fed. They also feed on the Para-
ristolochia deltantha vine, both vines are also called Dutch-
man’s Pipe because of the shape of the flower, not to be 
confused with the South American, Aristolochia elegans 
which has a larger flower but is poisonous to the Cairns Bird-
wing.                                                                                                                    

The caterpillars or “lava” hatch 5-10 days after the eggs are 
laid and are black with short spines which have touches of 
pink or red on them and the head has white mark. As the 
caterpillar grows the black changes to a purple/grey colour. 
It can grow to a length of 90mm.                                                      
When the caterpillars are almost ready to pupate, they ring-
bark the vines they are feeding on so they get a higher dose 
of nutritious solids and less water. This last meal provides 
the necessary, nutritious substances to survive the pupal 
stage. As the caterpillar grows, it goes through a series of 
moults in which the outer skin, cuticula is shed and before 
the final moult it will 
use saliva to form a 
silk pad on the un-
derside of a branch, 
and a girdle to sup-
port it’s head. The 
lower portion of the 
abdomen is fixed to 
the silk pad by tiny 
hooks called cremas-
ter.                           
The pupa or 
‘chrysalis’ is grey/
yellow or golden. 

Female Birdwing drying her wings after 
emerging from her chrysalis 

The Butterfly emerges from the chrysalis around one month 
after pupation commenced  

 

The male butterfly is smaller then the female. He has green 
wings with black markings and the abdomen is yellow and 
the thorax is red. 

  

  

The female butterfly’s wingspan can measure 180mm, she 
has black wings with yellow and white markings, abdomen is 
yellow and thorax red. The females are often mated as soon 
they emerge and mating can last up to 36hrs, then she’s off 
to find her vine to lay her eggs and the next generation be-
gins. The adult Cairns Birdwing Butterfly lives for 4-5 weeks  
The Cairns Birdwing is now a protected species because the 
declined in numbers  from rainforest destruction.                

                               Story by  Sue Tidey                                                               

                               Photos by Robert Tidey 

Special thanks to Dave and Sandy Ferris for  allowing us to 
take photos and follow the progress of the Caterpillars turn-
ing to  Butterflies on their property. 

A male Birdwing emerging from chrysalis 
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You Do????      Then we need your help, volunteer with C4 now :You Do????      Then we need your help, volunteer with C4 now :——  

The NurseryThe Nursery—weeding and watering, collecting and germinating seed, labelling plants and organising 
plant for home gardeners and revegetation programs. 

The Environment CentreThe Environment Centre—Meet and greet international and local visitors and distribute important  
environmental information. Help with maintaining the display centre and the stocking and selling of 
merchandise to help fund the centre. 

The BulletinThe Bulletin—Help with collecting and /or write important environmental articles and other topics of 
interest . Collect advertising and help print and distribute publications. 

Treasury/bookkeeping Treasury/bookkeeping — Help with all financial matters—everyday accounting and banking, 
bookkeeping,  bi monthly profit and loss reports , prepare Bas and yearly Auditor requirements. 

SecretarialSecretarial—Help with day to day correspondence by phone, e-mail and mail.  Write letters as directed 
by the committee, write up agenda for C4 meetings, take and write up minutes from C4 meetings.      
Liaise  with Display Co-ordinator and Treasurer , re:- functions catering, purchasing  etc. Assist with the 
training in procedures  and protocol and general training. 

Do you have the time, skills to share and/or an Do you have the time, skills to share and/or an 
enthusiasm to learn more?enthusiasm to learn more?  

Do you want to make a difference for  the well-Do you want to make a difference for  the well-
being of our wildlife and the environment?being of our wildlife and the environment?  

HabitatHabitat — Help with reviewing current planning applications to ensure essential rainforest habitat is 
protected and working with planners to come up with sensible ideas to suit humans and wildlife. 

By passing on one’s knowledge and skills, by working and learning     
together, we can make a difference and help others in the communi-
ty learn  more about, and how to look after the environment and 
our unique wildlife.                                                                                                    
Give and receive an everlasting gift — volunteer today and 
help others to help you to look after the environment. 
Phone:  40687197                  Email: c4@cassowaryconservation.asn.au Phone:  40687197                  Email: c4@cassowaryconservation.asn.au   



18  

GREETINGS FROM THE C4 NURSERY 
 
Well our unbelievable nursery is looking happier and 
happier.  Species are being put back with their mates – 
it's taken a very long �me and thanks go to Peter 
Rowles for helping to iden�fy those that we just don't 

know the name of, except that they are from our re-
gion, and are cassowary, bird and bu�erfly friend-
ly.  Also many thanks to  those who collected all the 
pots that Yasi sca�ered, with gay abandon all over the 
place.  I can't claim to have helped here.  I think peo-
ple were thanked in the last edi�on of The Bulle�n, 
however, they deserve thanks again. 
Many are pot bound and are being put into larger 
pots, babied and with lots of care are now THRIV-
ING.  They want to go into the ground to rebuild the 
rainforest, your garden or acres that may surround 
your  property and of course the beach.  We have lots 
ready for a new life, be it coastal or rainforest, and, of 
course, we especially want to grow and plant as many 
as possible for our cassowaries. 

And for $2.00, what a bargain.    

We welcome more volunteers – I can tell you it is the 
most therapeu�c thing I have ever done – and we also 
need seeds and instead of throwing away na�ve seed-
lings that may be growing around your area, bring 
them into C4 to be po�ed for future plantouts. Please 
drop them in and we will have them in pots and while 
the bigger and stronger ones will go, hopefully, into 
the ground, these new ones will be growing and ready 
to be po�ed at a later date. 
Hope to see you in the nursery.  Friday is our most 
popular day, but any day is a good day in the nursery. 
Hope to see some more volunteers in the nurse-
ry.  Come along and you will be most welcome.  A cup-
pa and biscuits are part of the morning. 

Con�nued from page 9                                                                           
DOUBLE HEADED CYCADS— We venture up Bicton Hill  in 
search of the double headed Cycads, to get a photo for the 
Bulle�n.  The paths have been cleared and look a lot wider, 
a li�le bit wet and slippery but otherwise good going, a 
great job has been done  with ge�ng the paths cleared. On 
the way up, although there are great views across Bingil Bay 
and across land through the valley ,we can’t help feeling a 
li�le sad at the damage done.  As we climb we look at the 
damage  and talk about how it used to be but also note  
how the forest is star�ng to come back.  Then about half 
way up,  a sob rises and the eyes become teary, for there, in 
front of us is a gully, a virtually undamaged gully of rainfor-
est.  There are tall trees with long limbs, ferns and vines, it 
looks so beau�ful that we just have to stop and take it in, as 
we have missed the look of a beau�ful, undamaged rainfor-
est.  We con�nue, happier, and when we are back into dam-
aged area again, it doesn’t seem as bad because we have 
seen for ourselves that areas have been spared and we 
once again can enjoywalking up Bicton Hill.                            
We always meet a lot 
of people while going 
up the hill and today 
was no excep�on, it is 
a popular  walk  with 
beau�ful views.          
Not only are there 
double –headed Cy-
cads but some with 
three and four heads—
if you haven’t already 
seen them, then it will 
give you something to 
look for, next �me you 
walk up                          
Bicton Hill. 
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Opening Night tickets ($25) are lim-
ited—get them from Ibu and Bean 
and Wongaling News.  No ticket 
sales at the door. 

PO Box 33, Mission Beach, Q. 4852 

www.missionarts.net 

MMission Arts Grand Opening  

After a year of hard work and perse-
verance, the Executive Committee of 
the new Mission Arts centre are 
thrilled to announce the official 
opening of the new community arts 
building in MARCS park on Friday, 
August 26th. 
  

The much anticipated Gala Opening 
night will be one to remember, with 
dignitaries, invited guests and mem-
bers of the Mission Beach communi-
ty given the opportunity to view the 
amazing talent of local artists show-
cased in an opening exhibition, and 
the culmination of many artists' 
dreams in a central arts facility. 
  

The spirit of Mission Arts is to be a 
diverse and vibrant arts facility, run 
by the community for the communi-
ty.  The building is a series of inter-
connected "pods" that provide flexi-
ble use options for a variety of activi-
ties ranging from arts workshops to 
performances, exhibitions and a re-
ception area and shop. 
  

Cyclone Yasi and a very wet Spring 
caused lengthy delays in the progress 
of the building, despite which Mager 
Constructions  have managed to 
meet the final handover deadline of 
June 30th. 
  

All of this has been made possible by 
a number of grants, one of which is 
from DEEWR (Dept. Education, Em-
ployment and Workplace Relations) 
that covered the cost of the building 
and provided employment for locals.  
Recently, Mission Arts obtained a 
grant from the Queensland Govern-
ment's Community Benefit Fund to 
outfit the interior with office and 

cleaning equip-
ment as well as 
tables and 
chairs, easels 
and other 
equipment for 
various work-
shops.  Quotes 
are now being 
obtained from 
local business-
es, and it is 
hoped that 
most of the 
grant money 
will be spent in 
the Cassowary Coast area. 
  

Rotary and other service organisa-
tions have volunteered their help 
and will lead a working bee on the 
weekend of July 9 and 10 to paint 
display cabinets and landscape the 
grounds.   Volunteers are now ur-
gently needed, to help in the work-
ing bee and to help run the cen-
tre’s gallery and shop once it opens 
for business. 
  

As well as the Gala Opening on 
Friday night, an extravagant week-
end of art and culture is taking 
shape, as local art identity Sally 
Moroney and a gang of enthusias-
tic helpers plan a Weekend Arts 
Expo for August  27th & 28th. 
  

“It will be a fun weekend with 
‘come and try’ workshops and per-
formances by local and guest art-
ists,” president Lynda Hannah says.  
"Bring the kids and make a day of it." 

Come and get involved in this excit-
ing new facility in our community.    

  

For more information or to book into the new art space, contact:  Sue Shannon 4068 9246 

Mager employee Marc Jonutz hands the keys over to a beaming Mission Arts 
Executive Committee. 

 
Date set for Gala Opening at MARCS Park 

 

Mission Arts Calendar 
July 
Sat/Sun 9 & 10:  Working Bee at 
centre - painting, landscaping, etc. 

August 

Saturday 6 & 7: Mission Beach Art-
ists Wearable Art Workshop-Fabric 
painting, decorating, & dying. 

Friday 12:  close of submissions for 
Opening Exhibition 

Sat/Sun 13 &14: MBCAC Write Your 
Book on  a Weekend Workshop 

Saturday 20: MBA— Millinery Work-
shop 

Friday 26: Mission Arts Gala Open-
ing and  Inaugural Art Exhibition  

Sat 27 & Sun 28  - Mission Arts  Ex-
po - Come and Try Workshops 

September 

Saturday 20: MBA Wearable Art—
Fashion Jewellery Workshop 
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PORTER’S 

It once was a house                                               
a home                                                                     

with porch and chairs                                   
facing the road . 

You to watch.                                                           
Us, to wave                                                                  

as we drove past. 

Bananas                                                                
and pineapples                                                           
you used to sell                                                         

from a stall                                                                     
at the side                                                                

with an honesty box.                                                 
But that was                                                                     

a long �me ago. 

Then came the wind.                                                  
A night of strong gusts.                                       

Your  roof went first                                                  
turning your home                                           

into a shell                                                            
and you, now displaced                                     

reliant on family. 

The shell / home stood                                         
a while                                                                     

un�l Cyclone Yasi                                                  
had its fun                                                            

revelling in its strength                                       
over �n, �mber and glass. 

All that’s le� now                                                     
is a pile of rubble                                                       
in the middle of a                                                    

flat paddock. 

A mound of memories.                                     
Good ones                                                                  

of what once was                                                     
to you                                                                       

and to us too. 

  “I can’t change the direc�on of the wind,                                                                    
but I can adjust my sails to always reach my des�na�on. 

                                                                 Jimmy Dean 

DEVIL’S FIG —Turkey Berry    Solanum torvum                                                 
Stems, leaf stalks and leaf veins of this plant have long spikes and they grow 
most commonly along creeks banks, waterways, coastal forest and disturbed 
sites.  Tolerates and survives environmental extremes and grows in a variety of 
soil types and condi�ons.                                                                                                                   
An invasive plant which out competes na�ve vegeta�on in its preferred habi-
tat, it has impacts on wildlife through the destruc�on of natural habitat and 
reducing availability of natural food sources.  Plant parts are toxic to humans, 
stock and wildlife although it has been used hor�culturally as a rootstock for 
Eggplants. 

 

Be very wary of 
the spikes, they 
are all over this 
plant, also un-
der the leaves . 
Will need to 
pull or dig 
them out of the ground to 
get rid of them. Handle 
with care though as they 
are nasty. 
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The 85-year Bureau of Meteorology record shows a wet year here is 
over 4000mm (happened 9 �mes), a very wet year is over 5000mm 
(2 �mes); a dry year is below 2000mm (5 �mes) and a very dry year 
is below 1750mm (2 �mes). The three we�est and driest years are 
marked on the chart below (2000 is the we�est and 1932 the dri-
est). 2010 was only the 6th we�est on record BUT 2010 recorded 
the record for the number of days .We also charted the total days 
rain recorded but found the data to be sta�s�cally unstable proba-
bly due to improved accuracy and diligence in recording in recent 
years at this sta�on. The Bingil Bay sta�on is not one of BoM’s auto 
sta�ons, rather it is a high spec rain gauge operated at a private 
home and the data is not fully quality controlled.                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The chart below shows if the annual rainfall is high then the annual 
number of days rain is also usually high (as expected). However, in 
some years this is not so eg 1981 had a huge deluge for 2 weeks in 
January but it was not very wet for the rest of the year so that year 
is the 2nd we�est in mm but just average for days of rain. 
ay’s rain with 209 days (see 2nd chart). The previous record was 
1975 with only 179 days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bureau has for some �me planned to install an automated                          
weather sta�on (recording more than rainfall) for the Mission 
Beach area as it has in Cardwell but has not garnered the support 
of necessary local bodies as yet (eg Councils) to progress the plan: 
a familiar story for this area’s infrastructure  

One day we should look at the record for rain days in the period 
June-December by year for that stat is the one that probably 
counts most for our tourist industry. Years like 2010 must be 
tough for tourism with no Government financial assistance for 
adverse weather years as some industries now obtain. 
From a brief sta�s�cal analysis but 75 years is a short record to go 
on. 

         W��	� T
���	� T���� �
 A
�� 
� W������ �� A���
��? 
Tully has the highest average rainfall per year for an Australia 
town but there is li�le difference between Babinda and Tully: Tully 
4109mm pa and Babinda 4091mm. 
Perspec�ve: the we�est place in Australia (where rainfall is re 
orded by BoM) is Bellenden Ker (Top Sta�on) which averages 
8175mm pa and recorded 12,460mm in the year 2000. 
There are many areas in Australia that are we�er than Tully but 
they are not towns. Areas tucked beneath the larger hills behind 
Tully, Innisfail, Mossman etc and par�cularly Babinda are very wet 
places and few people live there. 
Perspec�ve: the we�est place on Earth is Mawsynram India 
(between Bhutan and Bangladesh) at 11.9M average pa; Cherr 
punji nearby has recorded 26.4M in a year. 
The Bureau of Meteorology is adding Weather Sta�ons in more 
areas each year and some of these newer sta�ons have very few 

         years’ data for now. 
 

         

O�
 R����� H����
�: W�� �� ‘W��’ H�
� � W�� �� ‘D
�’? 

W�� 	� �� ��
���� ����	� �� ��� 
����� ��
�? 
The average rainfall is 3069mm pa and 145 rain days (1mm or 
more). 
A day of 100-200mm rainfall will happen on average 4.3 days a 
year. A day with 200-300mm will happen almost once a year on 
average. 
A day of 300mm or more happens once in 7 years BUT has not 
happened for almost 20 years (last �me was twice in 1991). Com-
ing soon? 
A day of 400mm or more is rare: twice in 85 years so far (435mm 
Feb 1991, 401mm Feb 1927). However, if we have a ‘confluence’ 
of two lows as happened in the Port Douglas 1911 we can expect 
to see 800mm or more in a 24 hours period (Port Douglas gets 
only 2M of rain a year on average) 
We�est month on record is January 1981 - 2.5 metres for the 
month, 2.1m in two weeks and 1.2m in a week! The second 
we�est month is Feb 84 (1.6m). 
There are no signs of the rainfall pa�ern changing  sta�s�cal    
analysis but 75 years is a short record to go on. 

Town Average Rainfall 
pa metres 

Mawsynram India 11.9 
Bellenden Ker (Top) 8.2 

Milford Sound NZ 6.7 
Tully 4.1 
Babinda 4.1 
Daintree Tea 3.7 
El Arish 3.6 
Innisfail 3.6 
Bingil Bay 3.1 
Mossman 2.3 
Cardwell 2.1 
Ingham 2.1 
Port Douglas 2.0 
Cairns 2.0 
Darwin 1.6 
Atherton 1.3
Townsville 1.1 

By  Ken Gray  ktgray@bigpond.com 

Data source: BoM Climate Weather & Climate Data Climate Data Online: 
an excellent service provided by the BoM for each of their Australian Rain- 
fall Sta�ons. 

Bogged in the 
mud. A�er floods  
in Innisfail 1925 
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WHEN RIVERS WERE HIGHWAYSWHEN RIVERS WERE HIGHWAYS  
Story by  Lawrie Williams 

AUSTRALIA’s # 1 TRADING PARTNER HAS COME A LONG WAY IN-
DEED SINCE 1860, when Chinese mari�me history reveals that 
38,000 men and 11 women risked their lives in a fleet of 10 ocean 
going “JUNKS”, sailing back and forth to AUSTRALIAN GOLDFIELDS.  
In spite of their cumbersome appearance, this ancient classic has 
sailed the Indian Ocean since the 7th century and were considered 
as being far ahead of European shipbuilding technology. 

THE BANANA INDUSTRY BEGAN IN 1882 with CHINESE BANANA    
FARMERS PLANTING ON THE MARIA, LIVERPOOL AND TULLY RIV-
ERS. Their holdings varied from 40-60 hectares. And each individual 
planter had up to a dozen men wearing pig-tails and coolie-hats 
jogging single file and chan�ng in unison. With the help of the in-
digenous popula�on they cleared and cul�vated. WALLABY TRACKS 
are no subs�tute for roads so the river branches and tributaries 
were the highways for  decades to come. In these days, opium was 
smoked openly. Only in 1930’s were SMOKING PISTOL cases 
brought to court. The LABOR  UNION began a series of protests 
against foreign labour. As a result of this,  between 1875-88 all 
Australian colonies enacted Legisla�on  excluding all further      
Chinese immigra�on.  

ALL CHINESE MIGRATION STOPPPED FROM 1901-73. One of the 
most influen�al Chinese to come to North Queensland, TAM SIE 
owned heaps of property in CAIRNS and INNISFAIL including THE 
GRAND HOTEL and ON TAI TRADING.  Born in 1852, in 1876 he 
arrived in COOKTOWN. He met KWONG HING who talked him into 
joining forces and trading in seafood, par�cularly beche-de-mer, a 
tradi�onal delicacy in China and Hong Kong restaurants. They built 
a CHINESE SEA-GOING “JUNK”  of 25 tonnes and set sail for THE 
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDS.  Their catch of 6 tonne “kept their heads 
above water” and they were anxious to  return when TAM SIE had 
to withdraw because of doctor’s orders. Their boat was sunk by 
pirates and only the captain survived when THE LONDON MISSION-
ARY SOCIETY sent two clergymen to pay his ransom. TAM SIE lived 
to the ripe old age of 79. 

ON BOXING DAY 1885,GERALDTON (renamed INNISFAIL in 1910) 
held a REGATTA on the NORTH JOHNSTONE RIVER, with races for 
the  SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDERS in their work boats against their 

rivals, the Chinese in their 
flat bo�omed BANANA 
BOAT .                                      
By 1888, the Chinese 
numbered 450 on the 
JOHNSTONE RIVER. Their 
banana sampans were 
made of ‘THE PRINCE OF 
TIMBERS”, RED CEDAR.  

The graceful “carver built” sampans with locally milled hulls were 
handmade for a cost of 100-150 pounds by Chinese master cra�s-
men with yards in INNISFAIL.  Equipped  with large “LANTERN 
SAILS” ribbed with bamboo cane they were very manoeuvrable.  
The banana farmers dug channels to bypass rapids and they nego-
�ated the rivers through a series of lochs and canals regardless of 
the �des, transferring their loads to cargo ships anchored mid-
stream. With compartmented hulls and capacious holds they had a  

high safety factor floa�ng like an endless procession of oriental 
sampans going back and forth to ‘THE DRAGON CITY’, SHANGHI ON 
THE YANGTSE RIVER DELTA, home to 400million industrious people 
and the busiest  trading port in the world. SHANGHI’s popula�on of 
19million is used to doing things big. More than 750 foreign compa-
nies have offices in the world’s number one ART DECO CITY. The 
sleepy fishing port gained prominence in the 19th century a�er the 
FIRST OPIUM WAR, when the victorious Bri�sh forces “opened up 
the city to foreign trade”. Investors poured in un�l 1949 when the 
Communist takeover stopped free enterprise. 

SUGARCANE IS NATIVE TO SE ASIA but carried south and eastward 
through the PACIFIC ISLANDS by ancient mariners from   MALAYSIA. 
On the first VOYAGE OF THE BEAGLE 1832-36,  scien�fic genius  
CHARLES DARWIN saw BADILLA “NOBLE CANE”     growing wild in 
TAHITI. TULLY’s first canegrower, JAMES “HUNGRY” TYSON, 
climbed to the top of the mountain that now bears his name. What 
be�er way to see the lay of the land before deciding on the where-
abouts of his next money making venture. Money talks and in 1879 
AUSTRALIA’s FIRST MILLIONAIRE  wasted no �me selec�ng 10,000 
hectares for himself and his niece who was married to ca�leman 
ISAAC HENRY 

NAMED IN HONOUR OF THE FIRST SURVEYOR/LAND COMMISSION-
ER in 1924, TULLY IS THE BANANA CAPITAL OF AUSTRALIA, THANKS 
TO THE PIONEERING SPIRIT OF THE MACKAY FAMILY. However it is 
not situated on the Tully River, but on BANYAN CREEK. QUEENS-
LAND    PREMIER “ RED” TED  THEODORE realised Tully’s poten�al 
when he came up for the opening of INNISFAIL’s  JUBILEE BRIDGE 
across the  JOHNSTONE RIVER in 1923 and took the opportunity to 
announce that his government was going to build THE TULLY  SUG-
ARMILL AND    SURVEY THE STREETS OF THE TOWN. THE STATE 
OWNED MILL WAS OFFICIALLY OPENED IN 1925 and changed hands 
in 1931 when an ambi�ous  COOP OF FARMERS joined forces and 
took control, elec�ng  THE TOWN CLERK AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 
BOARD  HIS NAME WAS FAMILIAR:  HUGH HENRY. 

Chinese Labourers loading bananas  
Geraldton “Innisfail” 1906 

Jubilee Bridge over Johnstone River  1930 

Tully ‘s    
Sugar Mill 
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       CASSOWARY COASTCASSOWARY COAST 
Innisfail      Mission Beach               THE COUNTY OF NARES            Tully          Cardwell 

Innisfail sugar planta�on and sugar mill, looking across the Johnstone River. 
The ground on the near bank was in the process of being cleared for the 
new hospital, of which Dr. Bancro� was the first medical superintendent. 
Innisfail planta�on was established by T. H. Fitzgerald in 1880, and the mill 
erected in 1881. 

BORN AT TULLOCK CASTLE, ROSS SHIRE, SCOTLAND, the learned 
Oxford graduate with Honours in Science,  JOHN EWAN  DAVISON 
was  largely responsible for the KANAKA LABOUR SYSTEM, mainly 
recrui�ng South Pacific Islanders from VANUATU and the NEW 
HEBRIDES.  A rainforest tree the Davison Plum was named a�er 
him.                                                                                                                                                                                       
AUSTRALIA’s FIRST MILLIONAIRE, JAMES “Hungry” TYSON, also 
owned the nearby, BELLENDEN DOWNS SUGARCANE PLANTATION 
on the UPPER MURRAY RIVER, managed by ROBERT JOHNSTONE, 
who moved there a�er walking down the aisle with  MARIA GIB-
SON.  They moved there from MACKAY in 1867.  JOHNSTONE, in 
many respects, was as scien�fic as his employer.  Davidson joined 
forces with THE FOUNDING FATHER OF “INNISFAIL SUGARMILL”, 
TOM HENRY FITZGERALD, in 1880. on the JOHNSTONE RIVER, 
named by explorer DALRYMPLE in honour of the modest and self-
restrained farm manager who was by then THE POLICE INSPEC-
TOR FOR HINCHINBROOK,  encompassing HERBERT RIVER to TRIN-
ITY BAY, CAIRNS, whilst sta�oned in CARDWELL.                                                                                                                                                                                          
Mt ANNIE & Mt ARTHUR, at the mouth of JOHNSTONE RIVER, 
were named in 1873 by  fron�ersman DALRYMPLE, in honour of 
two of JOHNSTONE’s eight children and Mt MARIA a�er is wife. 
ANNIE  was named a�er his mother from NORFOLK, ENGLAND. 
Although all of her six boys and daughter were born in TASMANIA, 
ROBERT JOHNSTONE was educated at the exclusive NORWICH 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL, a�ended by the rich and famous, including 
voices of authority such as LORD NESLSON, Britain’s most dis�n-
guished and noble navy ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET.  Robert John-
stone discarded his uniform and lived off the land ea�ng wild 
fruits and Bandicoots.  An avid rep�le collector, JOHNSTONE WAS 
THE FIRST TO DISTINGUISH THE QUEENSLAND BROWN SNAKE 
FROM THE DEADLY TAIPAN,  which strikes quicker than the eye 
can follow. The name TAIPAN is CAPE YORK’s tradi�on name for 
“snake-in-the-grass”. Akin to the KING COBRA, it would have to be 
the worlds most venomous snake and may have evolved from this 
feared species.  SURGEON HC GARDE FRCS of Maryborough     
Hospital, a      personal friend of  JOHNSTONE, published a star-
tling breakthrough in THE AUSTRALIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE OF 
APRIL 1890, �tled: NOTES OF THREE CASES OF BROWN SNAKE 
BITE TREATED BY SUBCUTANEOUS INJECTIONS OF STRYCHNINE, 
describing how Johnstone himself had the misfortune of being 
bi�en six months ago by a Taipan and was successfully treated 
by Dr BORSE of Gympie Hospital. JOHNSTONE told him that in the 
course of his long career, he saw 12 people who had been bi�en 
by Taipans and as he himself put it, “I a�ended the funerals of the 
whole lot of the poor snake bite vic�ms!” Astoundingly, JOHN-
STONE IS THE FIRST RECORDED CASE TO FULLY RECOVER  The 
river branches and tributaries were the highways for decades to 
come and the explorer sent a new species of freshwater crocodile 
from THE   HERBERT RIVER TO THE SYDNEY NATIONAL MUSEUM 
for iden�fica�on. In 1871, it was iden�fied and named in his hon-
our, CROCODYLUS JOHNSTONI, when sta�oned at CARDWELL, 
ROCKINGHAM BAY WHICH CAPTAIN COOK NAMED IN HONOUR 
OF THE MARQUES OF ROCKINGHAM, THE BRITISH PRIME  MINIS-
TER 1765-66.                                                                                                                                                                                                              

THE STRANGERS FROM THE SEA” is what the na�ves of CARD-
WELL call us!” wrote interpreter JAMES MORRILLL on 20 January 
1864 when GEORGE DALRYMPLE AND HIS ADVANCE PARTY FIRST 
ARRIVED.  “They met us on the beach and wanted  to know if we 
came as friends and wanted to join in a corroboree.  To which I 
replied, “ We welcome the hand of friendship as we go walkabout 
but we wanted them to keep away and mind their own business. 
If they refused we would make war. I told them to clear out and 
tell the others we wished to occupy this here land and would 
shoot anyone who approached. I warned them we were too 
strong for them to fight. They told us to leave them alone and 
don’t come back, then le�”.   HIS  EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR, 
SIR GEORGE BOWEN VISITED THE PORT OF CARDWELL  for the 
opening ceremony on 1864.  Dawn was breaking over the moun-
tains of HINCHINBROOK ISLAND. The tallest peaks gleaming with 
warm rose�es of colour. He drew in breaths of the salty air and 
sniffed joyously at the fragrance of the rainforest that clothed the 
higher hills. He had a rather dashing way and was also an OXFORD 
GRADUATE. Handsome and smooth talking, it was easy to admire 
the first Governor of Queensland.                                                                              
THE COUNTY OF NARES, encompassing INNISFAIL, MISSION 
BEACH, TULLY AND CARDWELL, is named in honour of CAPTAIN 
GEORGE   NARES OF HMS SALAMANDER, who completed de-
tailed surveys of the waterways between the JOHNSTONE RIV-
ER, ROCKINGHAM BAY & HINCHINBROOK PASSAGE.   SURVEYOR 
GENERAL AUGUSTUS GREGORY AND HIS SUCCESSOR,  TULLY, 
con�nued on from his marine surveys of 1866, naming CAPE 
RICHARDS in honour of the Captain who ini�ally surveyed  the 
site for the port of CARDWELL. He also named SHEPHERD BAY, 
RAMSEY BAY, ZOE BAY, NINA PEAK and last but not least , the 
second highest  peak on HINCHINBROOK ISLAND, Mt DIMAM-
TINA, in honour of FORST LADY DIAMANTINA ROMA BOWEN.                          
THE COUNTY OF NARES is listed at the forefront of all REGIS-
TERED TITLE DEEDS HELD AS TENURE FOR HOUSE AND LAND  
OWNERSHIP ON THE CASSOWARY COAST. 

                                                        Story by Lawrie Williams 
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IN THE GARDENIN THE GARDEN  

The Blue Quandong 

One of the favourite foods of the gorgeous Wompoo Fruit 
Dove is the fruit of the Blue Quondong (Elaeocarpus augus�-
folius), a com-
monly seen 
a�rac�ve tree of 
the Wet Tropics. 
Its fruit is a deep 
blue colour and is 
similar in shape 
and size to a 
large olive. The 
seed inside is 
unmistakable 
once the thin 
layer of flesh is removed, being deeply pi�ed all over and 
very hard. The Blue Quandong is a tall (up to 35 metres/117 

MANGO PINE , CASSOWARY PINE                                                                            
Barringtonia calyptrata 

This deciduous or semi-deciduous tree is found in New 
Guinea and Australia chiefly in coastal areas. The glossy 
leaves tend to be whorled at the ends of the branches, The 
fragrant white flowers are in long pendulous spikes and 
appear just prior 
to the new 
growth flush. The 
flowers have only 
4 small white 
petals but nu-
merous long 
white stamens 
and are full of 
nectar. Flowering 
occurs in late dry season   The flowers a�racts Bees, Bu�er-
flies and Honeyeaters, the fruit a�racts the Cassowary and 
other na�ve ground feeders. 

Beach Cherry ‘Eugenia reinward�ana’ 

A na�ve plant, common along beach fronts, rocky 
headlands and li�oral forests from Bundaberg to Cape 
York. Compara�vely slow growing to a height of 1.5 to 
2m, making either a lovely rounded shrub or plant out 
as a hedge. Plants flower in spring to early summer 
with masses of white flowers followed, in November 
and December by fleshy, red succulent fruits, which 
are edible, rivalling the tradi�onal cherry. The fruits 
are wonderful ‘bush tucker’ and can be eaten raw, in 
fruit salads, with ice cream or made into jam, com-
pote or sauces. 

There are a variety of Na�ve Plants with edible fruits, ranging from short 
grasses to tall trees.  Gardens, growing edible na�ve plants make a lot of 
sense and are far easier to care for, as they are more suited to the condi-
�ons and safe for the children. Grown with a suitable vegetable garden 
will be a culinary treat of fresh and tasty foods. 

NOTE:                                                                                                                
As I was doing this section I looked outside and saw my 

Cat’s Whiskers, growing wildly throughout the garden 
and thought I should find out more about this plant.. I 
knew it was a native and it attracted the birds and butter-
flies, so I was surprised to discover that it was beneficial 
to Humans as well.  

CAT’S WHISKERS (Orthosiphon aristatus) is a member 
of the MINT family, it’s origin of South East Asia and 
Northern Australia the plant is easily grown in warn cli-
mate, tolerating  full sun to shade and is adaptable to a 
range of soil types. Propagated by seed or soft wood cut-
tings and growing to  a height of 1.5 to 2 m, an  ornamental 

plant attracting bee, butterflies and  Honeyeaters such as 
the lovely Sun Birds. JAVA TEA is also made from the leaves 
of Cat’s Whiskers as a traditional medicine, claiming to have 
anti-inflammatory and magical healing properties, used to 
cure ailments   of the kidney, bladder stones, urinary tract 
infection, liver and other related  disorders. Also useful in 
the treatment of rheumatism, gout and managing cholester-
ol levels.   

 I  made a                                                                                                     
tea and a                                                                                                 
few of us                                                                                              
tried it. 

 

 

VERDICT:- 

You are reading this article and I am drying  Cat’s Whiskers 
leaves to make more tea.                                                                                  
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Environmental weeds are plants that invade na�ve ecosystems and adversely affect the survival of indigenous flora and           

fauna. Environmental weeds can be foreign plants accidentally or inten�onally introduced into Australia, or they can be    

na�ve plants that have become weedy due to inappropriate management, or because they are outside of their normal 

range. 

Mikania Vine  or Mile-a-minute 
There are many species of Mikania, most na�ve to the 
Americas, and many are serious weeds. Mikania micrantha 
is also known as 'mile-a-minute' weed because it rapidly 
chokes and smothers areas it has recently colonised. 

A much branched, slender-stemmed, twining perennial 
vine with heart-shaped leaves, 4-13cm long, tapering to an 
acute point growing in opposite pairs. Flowers  heads in 
groups of 40-50,each head with four white, creamy-white 
or greenish flowers, 2.5-4mm long. Seeds are small, flat, 
black and linier- oblong with a tu� of white bristle for wind 
dispersal.  Mikania Vine is a na�ve of Central and South 
America and is a vigorous and rampant creeper and climb-
er, a single plant covering over 25 sq.m within a few 
months and releasing 40,000 viable seeds in a year. Roots 

establish from any stem 
node that touches the 
ground and seeds dis-
perse widely by the 
wind.                                                  
The vine could become a 
serious threat  to pas-
tures and crops and also 
colonises gaps in forests, 

smothering  the canopy of small 
trees.                                                                    
New  infesta�ons must be re-

ported to Biosecurity Queensland, 
phone 13 25 23 

WEEDSWEEDS  

Coastal Morning Glory (Ipomoea cairica) or mile-a-minute 
is a weed capable of very rapid growth. It is becoming 
common in coastal areas, developing into a thick, cover-
ing mat of vegeta�on, some�me climbing 4-5m into the 
canopy. A climbing, 
twining annual and 
perennial vine , leaves 
are alternate and 
o�en heart shaped 
and 3-lobed. It has a 
showy funnel-shaped 
lavender flower with a 
deeper  coloured 
throat which  only 
lasts overnight or 
withers by midday under a hot sun. Fruit are round and 
peppery capsules with 4-6 dark brown seeds per capsule. 

Na�ve to tropical areas around the world, Morning Glory 
was introduced to Queensland as an ornamental. They 
produce large quan��es of seeds which germinate easily 
have now invaded roadsides and disused land , smother-
ing or shading out na�ve vegeta�on.                                                                
Dig out and remove crown and roots to prevent regrowth 

Na�ve to Burma, PERSIAN SHIELD (Strobilanthes dyeria-
nus) was introduced to  Queensland as a garden plant.  It 
invades the understorey of rainforest margins and creeks 
lines as evergreen, so� 
stemmed shrub growing to 
1.2m.  The leaves to 20cm 
long are iridescent purple-
silver and green above 
with a purple underside. 

To remove, hand pull seed-
lings and small plants. Making sure 
that all roots and stem fragments 
are removed. 

SINGAPORE DAISY (Sphagne�cola trilobata) is a vigorous 
ground cover that will out-compete natural habitat.  It 
spreads rapidly and smothers seedlings, ferns and shrubs 
in the garden and it invades environmental areas. The 
leaves are lush, glossy green, flowers are yellow to orange
-yellow, daisy-like on short stems above the leaves. Varia-
ble amounts of seeds are produced but spreads mainly by 
cu�ngs from slashing, mowing and pruning.  Declared  
Class 3 species under the Land Protec�on  (Pest and Stock 
Route Management) Act 2002, sale and or supply is pro-
hibited and may re-
quire removal from 
environmentally sig-
nificant areas. Hand 
pulling and herbi-
cides are effec�ve at 
controlling this weed 
but dispose waste 
carefully as  the 
smallest piece can cause regrowth 
and infesta�on. 
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Praxelis (Praxelis clema�dea)  was first posi�vely iden-
�fied and recorded in  Tully and Innisfail in 1993.  It can 
easily be mistaken for two species of Ageratum, a common  
and less serious weed and it grows from 0.2—1m tall.                                             
The leaves of the Praxelis are arranged in opposite pairs 
along the stem which is covered in so� hairs and when 
crushed smell like 
cat’s pee, it  may be 
poisonous to hu-
mans and ca�le if 
ingested.                                                                                                         
The flowers are clus-
ters of lilac or bluish 
coloured  florets 
which occur in 
groups at the end of the stems.  

The two similar weeds,:- Ager-
atum houstonianum, a na�ve 
to tropical America, Billy Goat 
Weed is an annual or short-
lived perennial herb growing 
to 1m, which was brought in as 
a garden plant and is now a 
widespread weed of disturbed 
areas.   Agertum conyzoides or 
‘blue top’ is very similar to Praxelis,  some differences,  are 

Mother in Law s Tongue  Sansevieria trifasciata is a 
na�ve of Nigeria, 
brought here as a garden 
plant  is now a weed. It 
can form dense infesta-
�ons, preven�ng regen-
era�on of na�ve plants 
in the forests and it is 
spread by rhizomes.  

It has s�ff, lance shaped 
leaves,0.6—1.2m long 
which are dark green 
with a mo�ling of grey/
green and yellow 
throughout.   

It has  spikes with small cream to green tubular flowers .  

Dig out any infesta�ons making sure to get all fragments of 
rhizomes. 

more rounded leaves, a paler flower  and the smell not as 
pungent. 

All these plants spread quickly, their black seeds with pale 
tu�s being easily picked up by the wind and spread around. 

                          TULLY, MISSION BEACH & SURROUNDING DISTRICTS 

CCassowary Coast Locksmith   

John Christian                                   

25 years field experience           

Phone:   0401 159 824 

Useful items to protect your car:                                    
Window warning s�ckers.                                    
Flashing dashboard light.                                                   
Steering lock.                                                           
Electronic immobiliser.                                            
Electronic alarm.                                                                 
A hungry Alsa�an.                                  

Where to leave your vehicle:                                       
Well lit area if night �me.                                        
Busy street is be�er than quiet.                                  
Garage is be�er than carport.                                                   
Carport is be�er than street.                                                
Under street lamp if in dark area.                             
RISKY PLACES:                                                                 
Railway car parks.                                                                                                                               
Supermarket Car parks.                                                   
Laneways. THE CREED OF THE LOCKSMITH                                                                                                         

What to do when leaving your car:                                                            
DO NOT leave keys inside the car  (You may laugh, but 
many vehicles are stolen with the keys in the igni�on!)                                     
Remove all bags, sunglasses, boxes  etc. (Put them un-
der the seat or in the boot)                                                                                    
Close all windows completely. (A hot car in summer is 
be�er than no car)                                                                                                                  
Make sure all doors are locked. 

A locksmith always remembers his public trust. With him rests the security of property and fortune. As a public guardian, he shuns the dishon-
est, the wicked and the avaricious. For thousands of years, he and his predecessors have placed trust and honour above temptation. His honour is 
incorruptible. His allies are the custodians of law and order.. He is an artist at his trade and the symbol of skill and integrity to the world.                              

Gree�ngs, my name is John Chris�an. I am a permanent resident 
at Mission Beach, ex. Brisbane and the Gold Coast. My trade is 
“Locksmith and security consultant.” I have been in the field over 
25 years. At some �me you may have had to use the service of a 
locksmith, you may have broken a key in your lock, or lost keys, or 
may have been a vic�m of burglary. 

“I offer these services” 
�� 24 Hour, 7 day a week Emergency Lock and Key Service 
�� Automo�ve Services, Keys cut to code, old auto locks 

rekeyed. 
�� All types of locks, opened, repaired, rekeyed (garage, 

shed, filing cabinet, an�que) 

�� Master key system:- set up and serviced                                                      
�� Safe servicing and unlocking, rekeying 
�� All types of security deadlocks, supplied and fi�ed incl. 

slide doors and windows 
�� Burglary repairs 

THE GOLDEN RULE OF VEHICLE SECURITY 
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Colour  Me 

Colour Me 

KID’S  PAGEKID’S  PAGE  

WORD SCRAMBLE   Look at the group of le�ers. 

Each group of le�ers spell a word that has something to 
do with Bu�erflies. 

upap               =                            _ _ _ _  

rhxtoa            =                            _ _ _ _ _ _  

giwn               =                            _ _ _ _  

cnreat            =                            _ _ _ _ _ _  

geg                 =                             _ _ _  

lscaes             =                            _ _ _ _ _ _ 

aavrl               =                            _ _ _ _ _     

ndwbgrii        =                            _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

yslisacrh         =                            _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

cnhramo         =                           _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

lacrtelipra      =                           _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

Dugong owes much of their popularity to the 
many mermaid legends. In fact the name Du-
gong owes its origin to Malaysia term ‘duyung’, 
meaning lady of the sea or mermaid. These wa-
ter creatures though hardly boast of the lovely 
looks of a mermaid, are loved for the grace that 
they exude while swimming through water. 
Dugongs, also popularly called the ‘Sea Cow’, 
are the only exis�ng herbivorous animal that is 
strictly aqua�c in nature and the only surviving 
specie from the family of Dugongidae, following 
the ex�nc�on of Steller's sea cow in the 18th 
century. They are o�en called as the sea cows, 
since their diet mainly consists of sea-grass. 
Because of their big built, dugongs move slowly 
through water and hence are more vulnerable 
prey of predators like Killer Whales and Saltwa-
ter Crocodiles. Though they are aqua�c animal, 
the basic nature of Dugong is quite unlike the 
other piscine mates. Dugongs breathe through 
their lungs and do not lay eggs, but give birth to 
calves Calves are 

cream-coloured 

DUMB ANSWERS  

1.     TEACHER:  What is further away, New Zealand or the Moon? 

        PUPIL:  New Zealand, you can see the Moon at night.  

2.     TEACHER:  If I had 7 Mangoes in one hand and 6 Mangoes in the other hand,                         
what would I have? 

         PUPIL:   Giant hands. 
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Colour Me 

1.Why do sharks only swim in salt water? 

Answer:                                                                         
Because pepper water makes them sneeze. 

2.Why did the banana go to the doctor? 

Answer:                                                                 
Because it was not peeling well 

3.What gets we�er the more it dries? 

Answer:                                                                 
A towel! 

4.What building has the most stories? 

Answer:                                                                                
The library 

  RIDDLES 

ANSWERS 

Pupa  

Thorax  

Wing 

Nectar 

Egg 

Scales 

Larva 

Birdwing 

Chrysalis 

Monarch 

Caterpillar 

 

 ANSWERS                        
Across                              
Boat                              
Bucket                               
Crab                          
Fish                        
Shells                                  
Sun   

                       

Down                                 
Bag                                     
Book                               
Beach                                 
Towel                               
Hat                                      
Sand          

WANTED  young people’s  stories 

Do you have a story or picture about Cassowar-
ies or other wildlife that you would like to share 
in the Bulle�n?     

Do You have a story or picture about the beach  
or the sea  or about the creatures of the sea?           

We are interested in your views about the wild-
life and the habitat. 

Send your stories  or pictures to:- 

E-mail:     C4@cassowaryconserva�on.asn.au 

Postal:      Mission Beach Bulle�n   

                   PO Box 165                                            

                   Mission Beach       4852   
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Application for Membership 

Thankyou for being interested in becoming a C4 member. 

C4 activities are run entirely by volunteers and we need your help to continue this valuable work. 

C4’s Aims and Objectives are to:- 

*  Implement the Cassowary Recovery plan; 

*  Identify and ensure the retention of environmentally  significant areas; 

*  Liaise with all levels of Government and have input into the social, economic and environmental well- being of  

    Mission Beach: 

*  Maintain a heightened community awareness of environmental  issues through education and information; 

*   Maintain a Land Gift Fund to protect and secure essential Cassowary habitat;       

  

    C4 established groups to achieve these aims:- 

          *   Habitat 

          *   Education 

          *   Rural 

          *   Nursery 

           with representation and advice from local indigenous people ( Djiru ). 

Volunteer Working Groups 

The C4 Nursery volunteers collect and germinate seed, weed, water and maintain the nursery. They organize suitable plants for the “ 
Home Garden” and plants needed for revegetation programs. 

I would like to  volunteer for the C4 Nursery 

The Bulletin is a free publication which contains important environmental messages and other topics of interest. Bulletin volunteers can 
collect articles, advertising and help print and distribute publications. 

I would like to help produce the Bulletin 

Public Relations volunteers are often the first contact visitors, international and local have with C4. Volunteers meet and greet thousands 
of visitors each year in the Education Centre. They distribute important environmental information and sell books and other merchandise 
to fund the C4 initiatives. 

I would like to volunteer at the Environment Centre 

Membership and Finance volunteers are good with numbers! 

They process the finances and keep track of our membership database. 

I would like to help with Membership and Finance 

Habitat volunteers review the current planning applications to ensure essential rainforest habitat is protected. The group work with plan-
ners to come up with a sensible solution so that humans and wildlife can co-exist. 

I would like to help with the habitat group 

Rural and Agriculture C4 volunteers deal with the environmental issues like land rehabilitation and sustainable farming methods. 

I would like to help with Rural Agriculture 

  

  



30  

Financial Members may not be able to volunteer for any of the activities listed but would be able to donate money from time to 
time 

to assist in important conservation work. These donations may contribute towards legal costs, working bee materials, etc. 

I would like to be a Financial Member only 

Please indicate amount of time you are able to volunteer.............. 

..............................................................................................................  

Whether you become a volunteer (Active ) Member and join any of the working groups--or a Financial ( Non-Active ) Member, we 
welcome you.  What you do really makes the difference in our ability to provide good quality services to the community. 

Membership Fees (inclusive of GST) 

$25.00 - couple / family                   $12.50 -  pensioner couple 

 

$18.00 - single                                 $ 6.25 - pensioner single 

One off donation in recognition...................................... 

Name/s     ........................................................................................... 

Address-postal .................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................. 

Residential  .......................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................ 

Email:  ................................................................................................... 

Signature  .............................................................................................. 

Phone (h)......................................(m)..................................................                                       

Please indicate below of any expertise, interest or equipment you may like to donate to help us achieve our environmental aims. 

.......................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................... 

Suggestions you may have for C4 environment activities................. 

.......................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................... 

At the next Management Committee Meeting after the receipt of this application for membership, your application will be 
considered by the Management Committee 

Recommendation from existing member ...................................... 

...................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................... 

Signature  .................................................................................... 

Hope you enjoy your time with us, have fun and meet lots of people while doing all we can for the environment.  

  Advisory Panel volunteers with expertise in specific areas that could help C4, eg: law, finances, town planning etc. They 
may be called to give advice pertaining to specific issues. 

I would like to be considered for the Advisory Panel 

My area of expertise   .............................................................. 
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*VERTICAL DRAPES. *PANEL GLIDE BLINDS  

*ALUMINUM & TIMBER VENETIAN BLINDS  

*ROLLER BLINDS *PLANTATION SHUTTERS 

*CLEAR VINYL, METAL & FABRIC AWNINGS . 

*INSECT AND SECURITY SCREENS AND DOORS 

*INCLUDING STAINLESS STEEL WOVEN SECURITY MESH. 

*RETRACTABLE SCREENS. 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

* GLASS REPLACEMENT* MIRRORS* SHOWER SCREENS 

 

REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE TO:  

*EXISTING ALUMINIUM DOORS AND WINDOWS 

 *INCLUDING ROLLERS – LOCKS – CLOSERS 

FOR THE HOME, SHOP OR OFFICE. 

NANA  THAINANA  THAI  
     Beach Front  

      RACQ Rated      

      B.Y.O. 

Open Tuesday to    
Sunday  5PM 

Closed on Mondays 

165 Reid Road Wongaling Beach      Ph:165 Reid Road Wongaling Beach      Ph:--    4068910140689101  

“Best Thai food in town… ask a local” 
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MISSION BEACH FAMILY CHURCH 
Meets every Sunday at Mission Beach Primary  School  

at 6 pm 
 in FELLOWSHIP with the ASSEMBLIES of GOD 

MISSION BEACH  WORSHIP CENTRE 
Cassowary Drive 

 UNITING  CHURCH  WORSHIP  TIMES 
Sundays  8.00 a.m. (with Sunday School) 

 LUTHERAN CHURCH WORSHIP TIMES 
1st Sunday of month 10.00 am 

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Webb St. Wongaling Beach 

MASS TIMES 
1st Sunday of the month 8.30 am 

All other Sundays 7.00 am 

NEEDING A REST?  

Remember the Sabbath Day 

Seventh Day Adventist Church and Sabbath School Times  

9.30 am – 12 noon every Saturday Patrick Street, Tully 

ANGLICAN CHURCH SERVICES 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
Webb St. Wongaling Beach 
Every 2nd Sunday at 10 am 

Dean Newman  4068 7219 

Every second  and fourth Thursday 

of each month 

Changing venues  - please  see 

http://www.cassowarycoast.qld.gov.au/council/
council-meetings-agendas-minutes/ 

  

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

BINGIL BAY 
BINGIL BAY CAFE   4068 7146 

 MISSION BEACH 
THE NEW DELI                          0407 975 690 
SHAN’S CHINESE TAKEAWAYS  40886098             
PIZZARIA (BYO)                          40886866 

CAFÉ FISH BITES           4088 6089 

JETTY RESTAURANT (L)  4088 6735 

CAFÉ GECKO (BYO)   4068 7390 

EARLY BIRDS COFFEE SHOP 4088 6000 

100th MONKEY EAT IN 

OR TAKEAWAY   4088 6004 

THE SHRUBBERY  (L)   4068 7803 

CBLU  at CASTAWAYS (L)  4068 7444 

WONGALING BEACH 

LE TOUR VILLAGE                        4068 8401 

CAFÉ BANG BANG                        4068 8111  

MISSION BEACH RESORT  (L)       4068 8288 

BLARNEY’S BY THE  BEACH (L)      4068 8472 

CAFÉ RUSTICA  (L)   4068 9111 

PUNJABI INDIAN TANDOORI  

RESTAURANT    4068 8611 

SCOTTY’S BAR AND GRILL  (L) 4068 8870 

NANA THAI CAFÉ  (L) (BYO)          4068 9101 

 SOUTH MISSION BEACH 

THE ELANDRA AT MISSION  

BEACH (L)    4068 8154 

 

RESTAURANTS  

AND  

TAKEAWAYS 

MARITIME WEATHER SERVICE 
ALL OF QUEENSLAND   1300 360 426 

MARINE WARNING  1300 360 427  

An initiative of the Queensland Transport Maritime Division and the Bureau of Meteorology 

Bulletin Advertising Rates 

Black and White—1/8 page $15,  1/4 page $30,  1/2 page $60, and full page 
$120 

Colour—1/8 page $30,  1/4 page $60,  1/2 page $120 and full page $240 
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COMMUNITY FOR COASTAL & CASSOWARY CONSERVATION 
INC. Phone 4068 7197  c4@cassowaryconservation.asn.au 
  
MISSION BEACH EL ARISH PROBUS CLUB 

Meets 1st Wed of each month 9.30am Sth Mission Community Hall 
Prospective new members and visiting Probians welcome.   

John Syme, President ph 4068 008 or Beverley Tait, Secretary ph 4088 
6730 
  
MISSION BEACH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
2nd Tues every two months at the Rainforest Room, Mission Beach 
Resort.  

  

SOUTH MISSION - WONGALING BEACH NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH 
Meets at Frogs Hollow 5 times a year 2nd of even months except 
February. 
  

MISSION BEACH ARTISTS 

Sue Shannon Secretary  Tel 4068 9246  Email: 
mbartists@qld.chariot.net.au 

  

HIRE OF MISSION BEACH PROGRESS HALL— Tel 4068 7104 
  

MISSION BEACH VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE  - Tel 4068 
7099 
  

MISSION BEACH PARENTS & CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
Meets at the school on the second Wednesday of the month at 7.30 
p.m. 
  
TULLY BRIDGE CLUB PLAYS 
Mondays and Fridays at 1:00 p.m. in the Tully Bridge Club Building 
Situated behind the Tully Bowling Club 
  
MISSION BEACH LIONS CLUB INC. 
2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month at 7:00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. 
At the Community Hall (Frogs Hollow), South Mission Beach 
Men and Women Welcome.  Contact Lion Don Wheatley Phone 4068  
7132 
  
MISSION BEACH LIONESS CLUB 
1st Wednesday of each month for dinner at 6 p.m. Meeting at 6.45 
p.m., Mission Beach Resort. Contact Sheralyn Dennis  4068 8989 
  

ROTARY CLUB OF MISSION BEACH INC. 
Scotty’s Bar & Grill at 6.30 p.m. Thursdays 
  

MISSION BEACH MEALS ON WHEELS INC—Tel 4068 7480 
  

MISSION BEACH CRICKET CLUB 
The Mission Beach Cricket Club meets at the ‘Cottage’  Marcs Park 
on the second Thursday of the month at 6.30 p.m.  

  

TROPIC COAST BUSINESS WOMEN’S NETWOK ASSOCIATION 
INC. 
Last Tuesday of every month at rotating venues - Cardwell, Mission 

MISSION BEACH VILLAGE   

MARKETS 

1st and 3rd Sunday  of each month   

MONSTER MARKETS 

Marcs Park 

Last Sunday of each month 

  

EL ARISH MARKETS 

3rd Sat of the month.  

EL ARISH HALL COMMITTEE  

Contact Marie Carman 0438 288412 

COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 

CASSOWARY SIGHTINGS       QPWS   1300 130 372 

                                                    C4          4068 7197 

SNAKE HANDLERS                   QPWS    1300 130 372 

                                                    C4          4068 7197 

DOG REPORTING                                    40 439 140 

                                                                   40 302 222 

VETS            Tully                                      4068 1726 

WILDCARE                                                 4068 7272   

 

POLICE            Mission Beach                4068 8422   

                         Tully                                  4068 4000 

                          Innisfail                            4061 5777 

HOSPITAL        Tully                                  4068 4144 

                           Innisfail                            4061 5411  

DOCTORS         Mission Beach                4068  8174 

                           Tully                                  4068 1977  

                            Innisfail                           4061 2985 

FIRE BRIGADE   Tully                                4068 1519   

                             Innisfail                           4061 0610 

REPORT ALL FIRES                                     000 

S.E.S.                                                            132 500 

R.A.C.Q.                                                      13 11 11 

TAXI                                                             13 10 08 
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Environment  Centre 

The C4 Display Centre has a wide range of books for sale. Some of these are written by local authors and a 
children’s selection is include. 

The Nursery… 

                …...realising the vision of C4 

Everyone  Welcome 

C4 theatrette is a community venue 

C4 theatrette is an educational venue 

C4 theatrette is a recreational venue 

Visitor centre,  videos,  school visits,  meetings  etc 

Open MondayFrday10am to 4pm,  Saturday 10am—1pm  

Tel 4068 7197 

      Also for sale 

are a large range of 

       postcards 

        t-s
hirts 

     locally made 

                                                        MISSION BEACH WILDCARE INC. 

  Provides rescue and retrieval of native animals, emergency and pre-release care, coordination of  

    carers and access to veterinary resources. New carers and helpers are always welcome. 

                                                                   www.missionbeachwildcare.org 

FRUITS OF THE AUSTRSALIAN  TROPICAL  RAINFOREST 

SLARES GUIDE TO AUSTRALIAN BIRDS, 2ND EDITION 

PLANTS OF TROPICAL NORTH QUEENSLAND 

GROW YOUR OWN BUSHFOOD 

A HANDBOOK TO AUSTRALIAN SEASHELLS 

WILD FOOD—WET TROPICS 

AUSTRALIAN CAPE YORK PENINSULA  

AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL REEF LIFE 

  

And for the children: 

  

KOOKABURRA SCHOOL 

CURIOUSITY OF A CLOWNFISH 

NAUSTRALIAN FOODS 

AUTILUS ‘PEARLOF THE DEEP’ 

ELMO THE ORPHAN 

CASSY’S TALE 

GLISSANDRA THE GLIDER 

CASSOWARY COAST COUNT ON COUNTRY 

Nick Wallwork, a local of  Mission Beach and a vol-
unteer at C4 has written a song called CASSOWARY. 
His friend, Andy Tainsh sang and recorded the song 
and it is now for sale at C4 Environment Centre, with 
all proceeds going towards Lot 66 Buyback—  

Thankyou Nick and Andy, for your time, generosity 
and this great song. 

The Cassowary song has a catchy tune and is also 
suitable for children. For just $10 it would make a 
gift. 


