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your say

[ FIRST came to Mission
Beach in far north
Queensland in 1974 and [
thought it was the most
beautiful place I had seen.

It was a very small
community of mostly
farmers and beach
CAMPETS.

The rainforest grew
right down to the beach
and there were
cassowaries everywhere,
even on the beach.

It was Mission Beach
) FT]

More than 30 years
later, more than half of the
rainforest has been
destroyed for
development, along with it
thie cassowaries,

Yet Mission Beach
retains the largest block of
lowland rainforest south
of Daintree and the
highest density of
cassowaries anywhere in
Australia.

(Cassowaries are now
listed as endangered
because there are only
1200 left in Australia.

Al leasl 55 cassowaries
have been killed by cars at
Mission Beach since 1994,

The best chance of
survival for cassowaries at
Mission Beach is to retain
and enhance the existing
habitat and restore their
corridors

A strong, healthy
habitat network will
enable us to better manage
the biggest threals of road
kill and dog attack. These
are the same threats
identified by Premier
Anna Bligh for the koalas
of southeast Queensland.

Federal Environment
Minister Peter Garrell
recently created
Queensland history by
declaring a proposed
subdivision in cassowary
habitat at Mission Beach
as unacceplable.

This is the most
wonderful thing and has
given our community
hope. About 40 per cent of
cassowary habitat at
Mission Beach is still
unprotected.

Local conservation
group C4 has a habitat
buy-back fund to buy
cassowary habitat or pay
landholders to agree to
permanent conservation
covenants.

L ] @
I you would like to
ueens a n I I u contribute to this fund,

you can feel proud that
you have played a part in
THIS is a sight fewer and fewer Australians are getting to see, a cassowary in the wild at Mission Beach saving a spectacular
in far north Queensland. The Queensland Government's recovery plan for the animals, the largest rainforest endangered species.
native vertebrate, says the primary cause of the species’' demise is habitat loss, with more than 80 per cent Liz Gallie,
of the wet tropical lowlands cleared. To make things worse, about 22 per cent of remaining cassowary habitat Bingll Bay
has no conservation protection. Picture: Liz Gallie
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