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 Members endorsed the concept of a buy back for lot 66 at the  
last General Meeting. This is an exciting and positive project and 
will bring benefits to the community and the environment. It has 
been estimated that each cassowary is worth a million dollars to 
the district.  

 
Les Curnow owns property on El Arish -Mission Beach Rd, a few 
hundred metres upstream from Tully -Mission Beach Rd  
Intersection. The property backs onto Wongaling Creek and is 
identified as important in the Wongaling Creek Habitat Linkages. 
Cassowaries are frequently present on the site. C4 along with  

others will undertake a revegetation project in late January.  
Volunteers will be needed for that project.  

 
   C4ôs WebPage is now up and functioning and a C4 member has 
undertaken to restore and manage the C4 facebook. We need  
volunteers and any individuals who can help are welcome, just 
phone the centre or drop in and visit. Sue Tidey has been elected 

as acting Secretary until the AGM in June.  
 
A special thanks to all the volunteers who have given such a great 
effort over the past few months. We look forward to a fruitful and 
cooperative New Year.  
Merry Christmas to all.  
 

Maurice Franklin  
President  

 
 
 
 

The following quote is surprising in its origin and has relevance for 
today. Perhaps if we all took a little less and gave to the Earth we 
may be able to reverse the monetary and environmental dilemma 
facing our world.  
 
ñTreat the earth well: it was not given to you by your parents; it is 
loaned to you by your children. We do not inherit the Earth from 

our Ancestors, we borrow it from our Children.ò 
Origin: Native American Indians   

Contents  
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Lot 66 Buyback 
  Sometimes it is necessary  to stop, step back and look at what is happening around us. Because  we are so wrapped up 

with our own lives and what we want, that we forget about the impact we are making on this Earth. Naturally we all want 

our own home and with the growing population that means less natural habitat and more housing estates. But somewhere 

along the way we have to draw the line and keep some natural habitat for the wildlife to survive,  so that the generations 

to come have a chance to learn about them also.  

   In this instance it is Lot 66 also known as Garrett Corridor as it is situated between two housing estates and is an only 

corridor for about five adults and three juvenile Cassowaries to move through, to get to the lower coastal areas which 

they need to forage for food. 

 But it is not just the Cassowaries we are concerned about, 

there would be a lot more lost if this land is developed and 

turned into another housing estate. 

  Survey and assessment for EPBC ð28th June 2010 

    byï NRA Environmental Consultants 

 

  4.3.1    During a one day survey, 187 plant species were 

recorded and of these, 63 were not reported in database 

searches, 23 (12.3%) were exotic species and one is listed 

as threatened under the EPBC Act. Also, there was a high 

diversity of palms with six genera recorded. 

 

  4.4.3    Twenty-eight bird species, eleven frogs 

and six mammals were recorded during the field 

survey. It was that the results probably underesti-

mates the diversity of fauna utilising the Lot.  

Two threatened species and two migratory  

species (EPBC Act)  were located during the 

survey. 

§ The endangered Cassowary 

§ The endangered Greater Large-eared Horse-shoe Bat 

§ The Migratory Black-faced Monarch  

§ The Spectacled Monarch 

 

Habitat.  It was stated: while almost the entire Lot  

contains suitable Cassowary food plants, and therefore 

potential foraging habitat, certain features may make  

some areas more or less important than others. The most 

important areas are those where the rainforest is  

structurally intact and contain a diversity of large,  

mature and fleshy fruit-bearing trees. Such areas are  

more likely to provide a range in fruiting periods and  

therefore continuity in food availability. The high  

number of Cassowaries highlights the potential  

importance of this area, representing 

shelter, foraging and breeding habits  

for the identified Cassowaries. 

 

By buying back this land and maybe having a path through it and a bird watching tower, we can have 

access for revegetation, doing scientific research of plant and wildlife. Also suitable for school studies 

and for tourism ( Bird watchers) etc.. Bringing more awareness to the Cassowary and in doing so a 

better understanding of themðalso a better understanding of the Tropical Rainforests and other wild-

life within it. To have something like this in the middle of Mission Beach would be good for the town 

and for the community, while doing something positive for the environment. By maintaining this land 

and the wildlife within we will be doing something positive for the generations to come. 

                                                                               

                                                                                                                                             Sue Tidey 
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WHAT LIVES IN BOAT BAY? 

   Only two aquatic surveys appear to 

have been carried out in Boat 

Bay and around Clump Point.  

One survey by Clayton, Jackes and 

Pearson (1990) reported on the man-

grove, shore and reef fauna after a 

single dayôs snorkelling and walking. 

Roder, Lee Long, McKenzie and  

Roelofs (1998) carried out two daysô 

survey work, looking mainly at the 

amount of seagrass cover and what 

kinds were present. 

   We know almost nothing about 

what species of fish and turtles and 

other animals regularly use the Bay. 

   You can help, by documenting any 

fish you catch around Clump Point, 

Boat Bay and adjacent areas. If you 

are getting bait with a cast net or  

getting dinner with hook and line, 

please take photos of the different 

fish you catch. Fill the view finder/

screen with the fish if you can, so 

small  

details can be seen easily. Email them 

to Helen Larson 

(eviotahkl@gmail.com) who will 

identify them and start a Boat Bay 

list. So far only 13 fish families have 

been observed but there may be about 

40 in the area! 

   Your help would be very much  

appreciated. 

                                      

 

                                 <')//////==< 

FLASHBACK 

Revised from Footprint Vol.1 No. 2,  August 1994 

THE HISTORY OF CLUMP POINT 

  Within the last two million years, a recent span of time in geological terms, a 

small volcano erupted a short distance to the east of Clump Point. As well as 

covering the sea floor as far north as the Bernard Islands the lava flows from 

this crater covered a small area of land from the southern end of Narragon 

Beach in the north to Wongaling (Porters) Creek in the south and westwards to 

the Clump Mountain Range. This lave flow is the only area in which basaltic 

rocks were laid down at sea level in the wet tropics of Australia. The soil de-

rived from these volcanic rocks have a much higher nutrient level than the 

soils derived from other rocks in the wet tropical lowlands. The volcanic soils 

gave rise to a diverse and luxuriant forest, with some species rarely being 

found outside this Australian location. The species include the pink flowering 

Guest Tree,a nutmeg, Kwila and the two listed rare species, Mission Beach 

Satinash and Scarlet Bean. On the few remaining, less disturbed sites are some 

excellent examples of the forest that once covered the area.  Fine specimens of 

Ivory Mahogany, Scaly Ash, Cluster Fig, Black Bean and many other species 

can be found. 

    It was not until 1872 that the first Europeans came to Clump Point. These 

were the Cedar gatherers who camped near Narragon Beach. Although consid-

erable quantities of timber were obtained, no detailed information of the quan-

tity or itôs origin are available. 

By Norm Byrnes 

    Mission Beach was opened for selection in1882 and an area of 580 hectares  immediately behind Clump Point was 

taken by Mr W. Hyne. Employment of the land for agriculture began in 1887 and the land was cleared down to the base 

of Clump Point where mangoes, citrus trees and bamboo were planted within three years. Remnants of these plantings 

can still be recognised.  

   The 1890 cyclone ended this venture and no future agricultural activity took place around Clump Point, although  

timber cutting continued. A wharf was built within the bay in 1918 to enable the export of fruit from farms, mainly to the 

south of the Point. 

   In the severe cyclone of March 1918 the wharf was destroyed by a tidal surge that came over the Point. The cyclone 

destroyed homes and orchards and virtually ended the early settlement of Mission Beach. Untold damage was done to 

the native forest, with trees being uprooted and subsequently dying from wind damage. 

   Resettlement was slow. The first road to the beaches was not completed until 1936. Sub-division of the land originally 

owned by Hyne allowed for the development of a number of fruit farms and residential blocks. As these were  

developed the original vegetation was removed except for an area between the old school site and Hideaway Caravan 

Park, an area behind the Liana Units, and an area around the bay and including the end of Clump Point. The last of  

these was used for many purposes including as a campsite during the depression years ( the Johnstone Mill Camp) and as 

the present track to the boat ramp. 

   The Clump point vicinity has considerable interest as it has three distinct vegetation types: mangroves, natural grass-

land and rich lowland rainforest with a wide variety of species. The concentration of rare flora is high for such a small 

space. Unfortunately the high usage rate and invasion of introduced plants places the natural vegetation at high risk. The 

growth of bamboo, mango trees and introduced grasses such as Green Panic are increasing at the expense of the native 

vegetation. 

Further reading and references. 

Mackness, C., Clump Point and District: An Historical Record 

Taylor, R. J., The Lost Plantation 

Banfield, E. J., The Confessions of a Beachcomber,  Last Leaves from Dunk Island. 

mailto:eviotahkl@gmail.com
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Friends of Boat Bay has written to Cassowary Coast Regional Council, making the following submission  
on the refurbishment of the Narragon Jetty : 
  

We regard any development that has an increased footprint on the sea floor or tidal zone as inappropriate  
for the bay, which is part of an exceptional ecosystem that connects rainforest, mangroves, inter-tidal  
mud-flats and seagrass beds. 

  
We support the refurbishment of the jetty as it is a valuable piece of community and local business  
infrastructure, with low environmental impact. 

  
We urge Council to consider the reintroduction of a floating pontoon attached to the jetty to assist in the  
safety of passengers embarking/disembarking tourist boats. Consideration should also be given to the  
placement of a stand-off pylon, that would allow tourist boats greater control over their close approach to  
the jetty/pontoon in difficult conditions. 

  
We struggle to understand why Council cannot collect the appropriate fees from tourist boats to at least  
partially support the cost of maintenance. 

  
Allowing tourist boats to use the boat ramp pontoon at Clump Point causes many problems and should  
be discontinued, except under life-threatening situations. 

  
We would support minor upgrading of the floating pontoon at the public boat ramp, but not an extension  
of the rock wall, and definitely not a marina. 

  
In 2002 we presented Johnstone Shire Council with a petition of 516 signatures and a document  
(attached) that asked that Council consider working with other government agencies to rezone the  
Harbour Reserve (R550 NR3751) into an Environmental and Scenic Reserve with a Jetty Reserve and 
 Landing Reserve within it. 

  
We recommend that Cassowary Coast Regional Council now considers such a change, that would  
protect the bay from the uncertainty that continually surrounds it regarding inappropriate developments. 
We would be happy to discuss this proposal with Council at a General Meeting, where we could show a 7 
minute video highlighting the natural values and character of the area, and what it means to residents, Tour-
ists and the business community at Mission Beach.  Our web-site www.FriendsOfBoatBay.org.au also high-
lights the values of this amazing community asset. 

Dave Kibble  

http://www.friendsofboatbay.org.au/


        ñTHE BEACHCOMBERò 
 

     Banfield memorial, Dunk Island  

** State Heritage Listed  site, as of 6th August 2010.  

 

Having retired from The Townsville Daily  Bulletin newspaper, 

Ted Banfield and wife Bertha moved to Dunk Island in 1897, 

settling across the bay from the Cutten Brothers tea and coffee 

plantation. 

   From 1898, he kept a daily 

record of his life, paying  

particular attention to the 

BANDJIN and DJIRU  

people, the traditional own-

ers of the Family Islands, 

named in 1770 by Captain 

Cook. 

   He so eloquently de-

scribed ,òthe perfect finish 

of a  traditional babyôs  

rattle, with seeds of various 

shapes and sizes 

 inside it for shaking!ò  

   His close study of the 

birdlife, which included the 

discovery of  a new* Bird of 

Paradise, with a beauty to match their 36 Papuan New Guinea 

counterparts.. He was instrumental in the Family Islands  being 

declared  a wildlife sanctuary on  10 May 1905 and the man 

himself known as ñThe Beachcomberò 

Being gazetted as the honorary Ranger. His books are  

memorials to his drive to protect our  precious environment. 

  ñConfessions of a Beachcomberò, his best selling book, was 

first published in 1908. Three parts diary, anthropology and 

natural science study, it was soon dubbed A  CLASSIC by  

nature magazines. 

   He wrote three more books, ñMy Tropic Isleò 1911,  

ñTropic Daysò 1919 and ñLast Leaves from Dunkò,  published 

posthumously in 1925 and edited by acclaimed publisher and 

author of many books on Australian nature between 1922-66, 

Alexander Hugh Chisholm.  His words inspired national and 

international naturalists, artists and writers to travel to North 

Queensland, especially to the islands of The Great Barrier Reef 

to work and conduct further research in the area. 

  At the time of his sudden death by appendicitis at the  

age of 70, the world had recognized Beachcomber had touched 

the lives of many celebrities, who visited the island in his life-

time, including His Excellency, The Australian Governor-

General, Ronald Munro Ferguson and wife in 1920. Chisholm 

summed things up by saying, ñ His words won a chorus of  

approval from every part of the world!ò 

   A marble headstone, rectangular in shape, is inscribed in his 

own words, ñIf a man does not keep pace with his companions, 

perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. Let him step 

to the music he hearsò. 

   On 28 January 1971, as part  of the Australia Day awards, an 

order of Council gazette a block of land 47.9  perches/1112sq 

metres surrounding the cairn. Though various proposals to build 

a museum as a fitting tribute have come to light, nothing has 

been built by the Trustee, James Cook University. 

 

                                                             Lawrie Williams 
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HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIAôs 

RIFLEBIRD is the wildlife EMBLEM for as  

follows:  Hinchenbrook Shire Council 

               Ingham/Cooperative Research Centre 

               for Rainforest ecology James Cook 

               University of NQ/CSIRO 

               Tropical Forest Research Centre 

                                       

                                           Lawrie Williams 

Female Male 

          DUNK ISLAND 
Dunk Island was named by Capt. Cook in honour 

of George Montague Dunk, Earl of Halifax,  

British Secretary of State 1763-65 and First Lord 

of The Admiralty 1768. 

 

CAPE SANDWICH, north of Dunk, Cook named 

in honour of John Montague, Lord SANDWICH 

the fourth, First of The Admiralty 1763. A heavy 

gambler, he was unwilling to stop for meals, sub-

stituting instead two pieces of bread and a filling 

so that he could eat without leaving the card table. 

 

In 1896, LORD LAMINGTON was Governor of 

Queensland                    

 

                                              Lawrie Williams 

Thankyou Lawrie for your input, we wish you 

a very Happy Christmas and New Year 
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A few weeks ago, in the middle of the afternoon, I 
came across a long, thin snake in our garden, South-
West of El Arish. My first impression was that it could 
be a poisonous one but it didnôt show any signs of 
aggressiveness. I took a few pictures and a friend 
herpetologist identified it.  
 
The snake is called a keelback (Tropidonophismairii), 
a non-venomous, frog-eating water snake.  It belongs 
to the Natricidae family - as the common European 
water snakes like Natrixnatrix and Natrixtessellata. 
They will bite if picked up but are not dangerous. More  
importantly, it is one of the few native species that can 
eat young cane toads.   

Natricid snakes have large adrenal glands that ena-
ble them to overcome the cardiac poisons in toad 
venom.  

 
My friend also warned me that there is a rather simi-
lar dangerous species of snake that lives in our area, 
called the rough-scaled snake Tropidechiscarinatus). 
 
It has a smaller eye and a different arrangement of 
scales on the cheeks and lips, but is otherwise fairly 
similar in having a ridge on each scale and in general 
colour pattern (although it is less common). 
                                                                  
                                                                 Valerie Boll 

Wet conditions drawing snakes closer to homes 

Snakes are our constant companions here in the tropics, as they are throughout  

Australia wherever suitable habitat is found. And as snakes are highly adaptable 

and useful companions in that rats and mice form a large part of their diet, suitable 

habitat ranges from central Sydney to the wilds of Cape York or Arnhem Land, 

depending on species.  

Almost every village in the continent has its snake catcher and this role has fallen to 

me in Mission Beach, the only licensed relocator in town. It's a role I enjoy, having 

handled tens of thousands of serpents down the years and delighting in them as 

beautiful, misunderstood animals. Most of my local collections are either Brown 

Tree Snakes or Tully Taipans as I jokingly refer to them as, so many people calling 

to advise in a panic stricken mode that a Taipan has just consumed their pet rat or 

budgerigar with the offender invariably turning out to be the Common BTS, or  

Amethystine Pythons, the gentle giants of the northern rainforest. The Amethyst or 

Scrub Python is a large animal with my largest specimen caught on Porter's Prome-

nade, measuring in at 5.8 metres, but certainly capable of growing longer and 

stronger than that Titan. Occasionally I'm obliged to deal with venomous forms 

such as the Eastern Brown, the Taipan and the Rough-scale, a dangerous beast with 

a bad temperament and the ability to climb well, making it unusual amongst our 

bities.  

The snake in the picture is of course, an Amethyst, and not an unusually large  

specimen but more the average cat hunter that I see often, at times with puss or a fat 

chicken stored within a satisfied belly. This one was found at Hibiscus Lodge, a 

popular local B&B with a great rainforest environment surrounding it so an  

excellent place for such a creature, particularly with Puss inside!  

I'm available 24/7 for callouts should an unwelcome serpentine intruder bother you. 

Just call 40687531 and the job will be done safely and simply with a small charge 

to cover permits and petrol.  

Adrian Walker 

Two snake were slithering about in the rainforest undergrowth, when one said to the other, ñAre we venomousò? 

ñOf course we areò! said the second snake.  ñ Oh noò said the first snake ñI have just bit my tongueò 



 
 

Davidsonôs Plum Jam  
   
1. Collect the fruit and remove the seeds (usually 
two per fruit).  Put the fruit into a saucepan and 
add just enough water as to be barely visible un-
der the fruit pieces.  Davidson Plums are juicy 
and do not need as much added water as do 
some other fruits. 
 
Boil lightly for about 15 to 20 minutes. 
 
Using a cup, measure how much boiled fruit 
there is, and then put it back into the saucepan 
together with an equal volume of raw sugar.  Stir 
and add in the juice of one lemon. 
 
Boil lightly for 20 to 25 minutes, depending how 
liquid the boiled mixture looks. 
 
Bottle (and put on the lids) whilst mixture is still 
hot. 
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                  Davidsonia pruriens 

                     Davisonôs Plum 
Family:            Davidsoniaceae 

 

Distribution:   Rainforests of north-eastern Queensland 

                         and north-eastern New South Wales. 

 

Davidsonôs Plum is a small to medium size tree which can 

reach 10 metres in ideal conditions. It has distinctive, hairy, 

foliage which is bright pink when new. The leaves are di-

vided into leaflets (pinnate) and may be up to 800mm long . 

The reddish-brown flowers occur in pendulous clusters, 

followed by purple, edible fruits up to 50mm in diameter 

which resemble small plums. 

The Davidsonôs Plum which grows in the Tropical  

Rainforest of Far North Queensland (D.pruriens var. pruri-

ens) is generally a much larger tree then the  

southern var. jerseyana.  The fruits while still edible are not 

particularly palatable, however they make excellent jam.  

But be mindful of the tiny hairs on the fruit, leaves and stem 

as they can cause you irritation with an itchy  

sensation.  

 Davidsonôs Plum is also Cassowary food.   

                                                                                                   

        IN C4 NURSERY 

There is a large variety of native trees for sale at C4ôs 

nursery,  all ready for planting now. With this rain it 

makes planting a lot easier as we donôt have to worry 

about watering.  All plants are only $2 each, it 

doesnôt cost much to have a native garden and they 

are so much easier to look after then exotic plants. 

                      Leichardt  Tree 

                  Nauclea orientlis  

 

A 15m to 20m tree which grows in swampy 

or moist areas of rainforest or along streams 

in open forests. In summer it  produces an 

unusual, golf-ball size flower of gold and 

white which is lightly perfumed. The fruit is 

edible although bitter, it is popular with 

birds and flying foxes.  

The trunk of this tree was used to make ca-

noes by the Aborigines and the leaves and 

bark were made into fish poison, medicines 

and pain-killers. The bark yields a bright 

yellow dye. 

This tree is generally too large for most  

gardens but if you visit C4, Environment 

Centre, there is a Leichardt Tree, in flower 

near the car park.  


